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Turkey may reduce 
size of military 


By John Owen-Davies 

Reuter 

ANKARA — Turkey may hre- 
doce the size of its armed forces 
in the light of East-West develop- 
ments but plans to push ahead 
with an ambitions military mod- 
ernisation programme, defence 
officials said. 

“ After there is agreement at 
the CFE (conventional fences in 
Europe} talks it is possible we 
may reduce oar farces,” General 
Nedp Tornmtay, chief of Tur- 
key's general staff, told Reuters. 

He did not indicate any possi- 
ble size of cut in the 660,000- 
strang armed forces, which guard 
one third of NATO's frontiers 
with Warsaw Fact countries and 
are the largest in the alliance 
after the United States. 

Western military sources said 
Turkey, which borders the Soviet 
Union, Bulgaria, Iran, Iraq, Syria 
and NATO-aDy Greece, could 
afford a cot of up to 150,000 men. 

“Such a cut would not affect 
Turkey’s combat capability,” one 
source said- 

“There are quite a few troops, 
saQors and airmen doing tasks 

at officers’ dobs.” 

The 23-nation CFE talks in. 
Vienna, trying to negotiate force 
reductions from the Atlantic to 
the Urals, are widely expected 
to end in agreement later this 
year. 

Troopreduction is a sensitive 
issue in Turkey where about one- 
in-five of its 18-million civilian 
workers are unemployed. 

Some o pp os i t i on parliamenta- 
rians, who frequently point with 


concern to thrfee .military _ in- 
terventions in domestic politics 
between 1960 and 1980, want 
reductions and facilities ear- 
marked for military construction 
to be used for civilian purposes. 

But officials said Turkey, stfl 
using some World War II Vintage 
warships and 40-year-old U.S.- 
deshned battle tanks, would con- 
tinue a $10-bfllkm drive for 
modem equipment, including 
armoured vehicles and U.S. -de- 
signed F-16 fighter jets. 

“Greece is the only democratic 
country among our neighbours. 
Yon cannot know who will do 
that, and when, “Defence Minis- 
ter Safa Giray told reporters 


■ Parliament last week approved 
a calendar 1990 defence budget 
equivalent to S3. 4 billion, double 
last year’s figure and about 13 per 
cent of the total national budget. 

Giray, of the centre-right 
Motherland Party which has held 
office since three years of army 
rule ended in 1983, appeared to 
rule out any quick reduction in 
die armed forces. 

“Iraq uses $20 billion of its $50 
billion budget for militaiy ex- 
penditure. Other neighbours also 
spend more than ns,” he said. 

“Given these conditions, a re- 
duction in the number of troops 
and in the period of militaiy 
service cannot be thought of. Our 
troops are not much if we consid- 
er our territorial integrity and 
population,” he added. 

Military conscription for up to 
18 months is compulsory in Tur- 
key, where the armed forces are 
backed by 125,000 para-mflitary 


flwwfa™* whose tasks include 
patrolling rural areas. 

Turkey has 575,800 conscripts, 
ac cord i ng to the London-based 
International I nst itnte for 
Strategic Studies QQSS). 

Turks under die age of 32 
working outside the country can 
avoid a& but two months of con- 
scription by paying die state the 
equivalent of about $6,000. 

Turkey, with a population of 55 
million people, abo has 951,000 
reservists aged up to 46 years, 
some of whom spend a couple of 
weeks a year at military camps. 

Conscripts and reservists are 
considered a breed apart from the 
elite officer corps, whose mem- 
bers see themselves as guardians 
of the democratic and secularist 
ideals set out by modem Turkey’s 
founder, Mustafa Kama! Ata- 
turk. 

a 

While Turkey sees a possible 
diminution of threats from Bul- 
garia and die Soviet Union, it 
remains intensely concerned ab- 
out security in the rugged south- 
east where separatist Kurds, 
some based in Iran and Syria, 
have been fighting since nrid- 
1984. 

The southeast, also bor derin g 
Syria , is outside the scope of the 
CFE rallrs 

Turkey lags behind both Syria 
and Iraq, both of which are 
viewed as potential enemies, in. 
terms of some major equipment. 

It has 3,700 tanks and 412 
oombat aircraft, com pare d with 
4,000 tanks and 478 aircraft in, 
Syria and 4,500 tanks and around 
500 a ir c raft in Iraq, according to 
the USS. 


Bizarre case of Noriega aide 
puts spotlight on Israeli ties 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The bizarre case of an Israeli 
who was a dose associate of Manuel Antonio 
Noriega and vanished in the turmoil of the U.S. 
invasion of Panama has focused attention an the 
deposed general’s shadowy links with Israel. 

U.S. officials in Panama said last week that 
Mike Harari, a former senior officer in the Israeli 
Mossad intelligence service, had been captured 
by U.S. troops. Two days later they admitted 
they were probably wrong. 

“They thought they had him,” said a senior 
U.S. embassy official. “On further checking 
either they didn't have Him — most probable — 
or he convinced them he was someone else.” 

Israeli Television quoted sources close to 
Harari’s family as saying he was in Israsel. Other 
reports spoke of Harari, 62, bring spotted in 
Nicaragua. 

A U.S. Defence Department spokbstnan said 
last weekend he was advised to answer questions 
about Harari by saying militaiy officials had no 
knowledge of his having been captured. 

The confusion prompted some speculation that 
the United States had quietly let Harari escape to 
avoid potential embarrassment. But analysts said 
it was more likely he was inadvertently released, 
if indeed he was ever detained. 

“The intelligence on Noriega and the top 
Panamanian leadership was not particularly good 

K or to die mvasour said one analyst. “Look at 
w Noriega himself was able to wander around 
and finally find refuge at the Vatican embassy.” 
Another, who knew Harari, said it was entirely 
likely that be could have tricked U.S. troops into 
letting him go. 

. “He is very intelligent, veiy highly-trained and 
he knows his way around Panama as few others 
do,” the analyst said. 

According to this analyst, who asked not to be 
named, Harari, a longtime business associate of 
Noriega, was the conduit for the general’s blos- 
soming relationship- with the Israeli government. 

“When die U.S. ended its relationship with 
Noriega, he tamed to the Israelis. They provided 
technicians and spare parts, fixed his helicopters 
and set up a communications network for the 


Panamanian militaiy,” he said. 

Noriega himself seemed to have had ambiva- 
lent feelin gs about Israel. On the one hand the 
U.S. militaiy has produced evidence he kept a 
picture of Hitler in his voodoo chamb er. On the 
other, be bought a house in a fashionable suburb 
of Tel Aviv and sent his' children to Jewish 
school. 

Harari retired in 1979 as head of the Mossad in 
Central America and Mexico. Previously, he 
headed Israeli hit squad operations which killed a 
number of Pales tinians in “revenge” for the 
death of Israeli athletes at the 1972 Munich 
Olympics. 

He first met Noriega in 1973 when the general 
headed Panama’s G-2 intelligence unit for the 
late Omar Torrijos, who died in a 3981 plane 


Harari played an integral role in developing 
the Panamanian Defence Forces and even sug- 
gested giving than their innocuous — sounding 
name, based on the Israeli Defence Fbrces. 

He also trained and recruited Noriega’s per- 
sonal security detail, which included former 
Israeli soldiers and Cuban military advisers. 

A former Panamanian diplomat who served in 
Israel and returned last week from exile in the 
United States said Harari took kickbacks from 
Israeli businessmen who sought to invest here in 
the 1980s and split them with Noriega. 

He also has been finked to reported arms 
shipments to U.S.-backed Nicaraguan rebels that 
were paid for by drug proceeds. The charges have 
never been proved. 

Noriega's ouster prompted anxiety among 
some members of Panama’s 4,000-strong Jewish 
conununity, many of whom (fid extremely well 
under his rude. Their success attracted a sizeable 
number of Israelis to Panama. 

The Washington Jewish Week newspaper 
quoted one P anamanian Jewish leader as saying 
many Jews in Panama were engaged in smuggling 
and money launderiiK. 

“It is certainly true mat the Jewish c ommuni ty 
did prosper under dictatorships... Christian 
businesses were largrisy displaced by Jewish 
businesses,” Moises Mizrahi, chairman of the. 
Panamanian Committee of the Anti-Defamation 
League of B’nar B’rith, told the newspaper. 



Turkish mfl ft ar y stage a catnriM parade (Be photo) 



over Turks 


Bulgarian party under 
heavy 

KURDZHALI, Bulgaria (R) — 

Bulgaria’s domestic row over its 
Turkish minority has put nek 
pressure on the embattled Com- 
munist Party as it prepares to 
relinquish the power it has held 
unchaBenged for’40 years. 

Thousands of angry Bulgarians 

rhanturi anti-T urkish songs in this 
southern town Tuesday in protest 
at a decision by the party to 
restore the minority’s rights, in- 
dndmg the use of their Turkish 


The former leadership under 
Todor Zhivkov, who was ousted 
in a p ur g e in November, forced 
ethnic Turks to assume Bulgarian 
names and r e st ricted their right to 
practise their Muslim faith. 

About 10,000 Bulgarian pro- 
testers, shouting “Bulgaria is not 
Cyprus” And “Ttirks in Tbifcey,” 
gathered in freezing te mp er at ures 
and called on the reformist Com- 
munist kaderahm to resign. 

Senior politburo member 
Andrei Lnkanov travelled spe- 
cially to the town to try to ease 
the situation, bringing an appeal 
for national reconciliation. 


■ 

In the capital Sofia, about 
1,000 Knrdzhali residents demon- 
strated in front of file national 
assembly, saying the decision to 
restore minority rights was taken 
without a full understanding of 
file situation in their town, the 
BTA news agency said. 

The politburo issued a state- 
ment appealing for calm and said 
ethnic Turks would be given the 
full protection of file law. 

It played down the tension in 
Knrdzhali, saying the process of 
restoring Turkish minority rights 
was ‘‘unfolding property and suc- 
cessfully and the new policy will 
be implemented.” 

But local Communist author- 
ities in Knrdzhali, whose 60,000 
population is divided about 
equally between Bulgarians and 
ethnic Tories, decided Saturday to. 
defy a central party decision to 
end forced assimilation of the 
minority. 

The Knrdzhali protesters de- 
manded a national referendum to 
decide the fate of the country’s 
1.5 milli on ethnic Turks, many of 
whom live in this mountain re- 


gion close to the border 
Turkey. 

The party prepared for round- 
table talks with opposition groups 
Wednesday to seek a consensus 
on moving to a multi-party demo- 
cracy following increasing popu- 
lar protest and a series .-of token 
strikes across Bulgaria last week. 

The Union of Democratic 
Forces, the strongest opposition 
force embracing nine indepen- 
dent groups, said in a statement 
reported by BTA ft would not 
consider power-sharing with the 
Communists after multi-party 
elections due to be held by Jane. 

The C ommuni st Party had said 
ft was prepared to consider a 
'post-election coalition, but the 
union statement said there were 
no plans to consider “participa- 
tion in a coalition government 
with already discredited totalita- 
rian structures.” 

The Communist Party has 
already said it will formally erase 
its leading political role from the 
constitution at a meeting of the 
National Assembly on Jan. 15. 


More Soviet 
Jews go 
to Israel 

WASHINGTON (R) — Some 
71,196 Jews were allowed to 
leave the Soviet Union in 1989, 
20,000 more than the record 
emigratio n year of 1979, a leading 
Jewsh group said Tuesday. 

Final figures for last year also 
show a dramatic upsurge in 
Soviet Jews settling in Israel and 
this trend is expected to continue 
in 1990, the National Conference 
on Soviet Jewry said. 

“Nineteen eighty-nine has 
proven to be the record year to 
date for Jewish emigration from 
the Soviet Union,” said confer- 
ence chairman Shoshana 


Jerusalem Postffres 20 




editors, reporters 


“We trust that 1990 will also 
prove to be a milestone year and 
one in which we wiQ witness the 
resolution of (an estimated 200} 
outstanding cases of longterm re- 
fuseniks and poor relatives,” Car- 
din added. 

The conference, which keeps 
detailed records on Soviet Jewsh 
emigration, said the 1989 total of 
71,196 compared with 18,965 in 
1988 and 51,320 in 1979 — fixe 
benchmark against which such 
figures bad previously been mea- 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Jerusalem 
post has dismissed 20 senior edi- 
tors and journalists who had 
asked to leave unless the news- 
paper’s publisher resigned or was 
fired by the daily’s Canadian 
owners. 

The Post’s decision Tuesday to 
dismiss the staff members was 
swift, coming just a day after the 
journalists tendered their con- 
ditional resignations. President 
and publisher Yehuda Levy said 
be had no intention of quitting. 

Twenty editors and reporters, 
including managing editor David 
Landau and the Post’s entire eco- 
nomics staff, were .dismissed. 
Twelve were told to leave the 
p re mi ses within hours of renew- 
ing their dismissal notice, staff 
said. 

Four other reporters joined the 
walkout Tuesday, including one 
who called in his resignation from 
Bucharest, where he was on 
assignment. 

The influential English-lan- 
guage Post has-been in turmoil 
since editor Erwin Frenkel res-' 
igned last week accusing Levy, 
publisher since July, of interfer- 
ing in editorial operations of the 


Levy has said the Post should 


give wider coverage to right-wing 
views but has denied accusations 
that be wants to control or after 
the editorial fine of the daily, 
which has been highly critical of 
rightist Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. 

“I am not a journalist. I do not 
want to be as journalist. I do not 
want to be editor,” Levy, a for- 
mer army officer with no previous 
experience in journalism, told 
army radio. 

Last month, he informed a 
committee of Israeli editors that 
be planned to assume effective 
editorial control of the Post, 
prompting Frenkel’s resignation. 

In their resignation letters, the 
employees accused Levy and the 
Toronto-based media company 
Hollinger Inc that bought the 
Post last year of reneging on 
promises to preserve editorial 
freedom. 

In Canada, Hollinger President 
David Radler said: “All we want 
is fairness and balance. If they’re 
of providing that bar- 
then I am glad they’re 
Life goes on.” 

Dismissed staffers packed their 
belongings in the newsroom 
Tuesday amid film crews 
documenting the mass departure. 


Sudanese 
sentence said 



CAIRO (AF) — Sudan’s ruler 
ended a death sentence 
on a doctor for ie aJiu g 
(he first strike against the mili tary 
i ft g i m e in Khartoum, two reports 

said Wednesday. __ * 

The judgement issued Dec. 10 
that - Dr. Maamoun Mohammad 
.Hussein should hang triggered 
protests from the United Stales 
an ft other Western nations as well 

as Arab officials. * 

Omar Wassail A1 Bashir, who 

headed a June 30 coup that over- 
threw civilian government in 
Sudan, has vowed not to interfere 
with his milit aiy courts and not to 
■commute sentences they 


-Khartoum last Sunday to cancel 
‘the death sentence issued agafest 
Dr. Maamoun Mohammad Has- 




Bat M air am Mohammad 
Ahmad, editor of the weekly 
magazine A1 Mussawar who is 
known as a confidant of President 
Hosts Mubarak, mentioned the 
suspension in a lengthy article on 
Sudan after six months of militaiy 
rule. 

“The decision taken by Lt> 
Gen. A1 Bashir to suspend the 
death sentence an the leader of 
'the Sudanese doctors’ union 
opens the way to the return of the 
professional and trade muons to 
resume their role,” Ahmad 
wrote, without naming a source. 

Political parties, unions and 
professional associations were 
among the first of the 

mfixtary regime, banned by one of 
Bashir’s eariy edicts. 

The weekly newspaper A1 
Ahali, organ of file opposition 
pro-Moscow National Unionist 
Progressive Party, also wrote 
Wednesday: •. 

“A1 Ahali was learned that 
Lt.-Gen. Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir, leader of the Sudanese 
revolution, promised 

to 



Mubarak »■ » — — -r- .-«* 

Sunday -r in connection with 
Sudan’s 33rd anniversary ef inde- 
pendence on Jan. 1, and, held 
talks with Bashir. :Z-. r 

Except for Bashir’s esufy com- 
ments that the sent cnoG wo ald 
stand , the Sudanese government 
has refused to elaborate on the 
imprisoned doctor’s fate. Reports 
circulated in Khartoum that -he 
died under torture, but a govern- 
ment spokesman demea-"thai. 
Other- reports .bad .him .secretly 
executed, and still others that his 
death sentence was commuted. . 

Hussein was accused of leading 
a week-long strike by doctors in 
late November, -the first weak 
stoppage ■■ faced by the mitftaiy 
government. Because fee chaired 
the meeting at which the strike 
was declared, he was sentenced 
to Hang. Another dbetor received 
a 15-year prison team. 

Labour a ctivi t y leading 'to aril 
unrest have brought down two 
military goviimpents in 
including the 16-year 
^ ^of pro-Western dictator 
Jaafar Nnmdri in April 1985. 
Thus, Bashir’s junto immediately 
decreed strikes illegal and punish- 
able by death. 

The government has struck 
harshly against people who 
violated martial law rules. .- 

It executed one young man 
convicted of dealing-m the fore- 
ign-currency black market, 
another for selling drugs. Two 
others convicted for illegal deal- 
ings in foreign curency are pre- 
sently on death row along with 






previous 

Sudan. 
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Aden says more reforms needed for unify 

ABU DHABI (R) — South Yemen’s Prime Munster Yasseea Said 
No’man was quoted Wednesday as saying a planned merger with 
North Yemen needed, more democratic reforms. “We red. that 
continuation of reforms is the only way to adueve unity,” be told 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) drily A1 Khaleej newspaper. 
“To ensure a guaranteed approach to un ity, we have to intensify 
moves for democracy and reforms,” No’uian said. Leaders of 
North and South Yemen signed a draft constitution in Aden in 
November 30, 1989, setting a one-year timetable for unification in 
state. South. Yemen has already begun moves towards 
afteryears of one-party rule. North Yemeahas 
North Yemegrt l&reign Minister AbtfuLKarim I 
published Tuesday ffiat MarxismSras an 


said m 

alien creed and stressed that plans to mrite the countries 
multi-party politics. Aden’s Marxism “was a constant danger for 
the neighbouring (political) systems of the region,” Iiyani said. 
‘The new unified constitution stresses democracy ... and commits 
itself to parliamentary rale where everyone has the right to choose 
his 'representatives,” he said. 

Saudia plane stuck in mud in Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — A Boeing 747 of the Saudi Anting Sandia has been 
stock in mud at the end of a runway at Tunis airport since a 
mistimed landing last Sunday, civil aviation source said Wednes- 
day. The plane, on a flight from Jeddah to Casablanca via Tunis, 
touched down two far along the runway and ran off the end, they 
said. There were no injuries among the passengers aiyl little 
d am a g e t o the aircraft, they added. Tunisian engineers and 
specialists called in from abroad by Saudia were trying to free, the 
200-tonne plane Wednesday. 
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5 hurt, 30 field in Assiut 

ASSIUT (AP) — Five Muslim militants were injured in clashes 
with police here Tuesday, a senior security official said. Hassan 
Abeido, security director of Assiut province, said the clashes began 
when about 130 Muslim finMfanwn tjiia^ tried to leave' a police* 
besieged mosque to march to the city to demonstrate agpHist 
file government. Police used tear-gas bombs - to disperse the 
demon strators and arrested 30 of them, Abeido said. He said the 
arrested were referred to the prosecution office which ordered 
them remanded to custody for 15 days rmrW charges of resisting 
authorities, illegal possession of arms and unlawful assembly. 
Prosecutors charged 78 Muslim riuHtant students with sixth 
government activity last month but ordered the release of 82 others 
arrested after a riot and shootout with police in this southern city. 
Unauthorised public gatherings and demonstrations are banned 
fiuoughout Egypt under an emergency law in effect «««» Muslim 
fundamentalists a s s a ss in a t ed President Anwar Sadat Oct. 6, 1981- 
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NATIONAL NEWS 


GA1X FOR DONATIONS; The Chaate of Industry** bond 
of cfiractus bn urged Jonhsiu iwlmiiiiTifi to « w » >c * donations 
ia support of the fabamiiim upriang, acpcin fiai to Arabic daily 
A! Dotfottr. The industriafists donation* ia 1909 amop nn red to 
approximately JD 188,000 <J.T,). 

JWA OFFICE IN IRBiD; Deputy Dr, Htani Al Sburoab, Xitad 
Governor Jawdar Al Sboui, arm several- mcna fa c o of toe Jordan 
Writers’ Association (JWA) Tuesday hUbfigjted tbe imp or tan ce 
of die democratic abase JocrisB is nn&r duuuk sod stressed 
that preservation of democracy is a national lesnpnrabBtty. 
Following tee opening of JWA w romy offices b Ixbkl, they 
said dot democracy is the ideal method Sc attain the objectives 
of oar nation and aerify its mbs** (Petrs). 

CIVIL DEFENCE COURSE: A total of 48 employees of dm 
Princess Basma Centre for Soda! Services in Xrfcia G ov e mor ale 
have concluded a couse on dvil defence. The week4oog course 
included lectures on first aid, Testae, porting oat fires, and the 
role of civil defence department a p r eser v ing public safety 
(Petra). 

YARMOUK RECEIVES GIFTS: Yanueuk University 
Wednesday received agift of 700 books from the Jordon Book 
Centre. in Amman. The bodes deaTwfth e n ri n e eriwr . low. 


computer sc ien ce and sotenoe (rare). 

ACC TRADE AND INDUSTRY; The Amman Chamber of 
Industry wffl participate in the sixth seminar of die directors of die 
Arab chambers of trade, indust r y , and agricu&nre which wiQ be 
held in Cairo Jan. 8-10-1990. The Arabic daily Al Dnstow 
reported tbe seminar wanid. docoss services winch Arab and 
international o rg a n isations can provide to Arab diambers of 
trade, industry, and agriculture (J.T.). 

ACC HOUSING TALKS: The hfimstm of housing and 
construction in die Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) coun t ri es 
will meet Jan. 10 in Amman. The duensskms nil deal with die 


field of boisxQg winch the ACC recently in San’ 

(J.T.).- 

OIL CONSUMPTION: The t ransp ort* sector in Jordan a 
sumes 39 per cent of oQ imported to the Kingdom, acoo a d ing 


was 2,Q00JGtres — JP 40. Sources quoted by die newspaper said 
the size of vehicles, speed, and loads canted are directly 
proportional to fuel co nsum ption (J.T.) 

IRBID BACKS UPRISING: A week-long cultural and artistic 
event began in Irbid Wednesday to display die gavemo ram’s 


solidarity with the Palestinian people’s npriting, now in its third 
year. Governor Jawdra Scout opened Palestinian photo and 

cultural exhibitions highlighting the ratestimaa heritage sod later 
heard a lecture on the condition of Palestinian detainees in Israeli 
jails (Petra). 

IMPROVED WHEAT SEEDS: Tbe Jordan Cooperative Orga- 
nisation (JCO) has planted 1000 dunums of land in the Jordan 
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Belated rains 
drench Jordan 

By Snfcair Obddat 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — It rained ax last. At around 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, 8 
faint drizzle dampened tbe atmosphere, then it poured. It even 
hailed for a few minutes, then continued drizzling almost aH 
afternoon and evening. 

■ According to the Department of Meteorology, the country is 
currently affected by a depression, associated with a cold front 
expected to last for the next two days. 

“Rain is expected to fall over most parts of the northern regions 
then gradually extend southward,** according to the director 
general of the Department of Meteorology, Aii Abanda. “We 
heme there will be a amount of ram in tins depression,** 

he added. 

Abanda stressed that there was “no need to worry,** although 
the amount of rain since the beginning of the season until the end 
of December 1989 has been below the average, except in some 
areas Hke Ddr Alla, Msfraq and Aqaba. 

“It is stOl not too late far the rainy season to improve,** he told 
the Jordan Tunes. “Statistics show that (in 20 seasons over 66 years), 
tiie amounts of ram can exceed the average even if it was scarce in 
the beginning of the season,*^ he said. 

Reviewing the situation during December, Abanda said rain 
feQ in Ac first half of the month, temperatures were below tbe 
annual average and frost formed in some hflly areas and the badia 
region. The latter pan Of tbe month was dry and relatively warm, 
with generally light winds. 


“The country was not affected by the dry easterly winds that 
normally prevail in this time of the year. Toe arbi’meieh (the 
period that last for 40 days from Dec. 23 to the end of January), 
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AMMAN fJ.T.V — Lower House 


of Phriiament Speaker Suleiman 
Arar h» called Parliament mem- 
bers for a meeting Saturday to 
bear a statement by Finance 
Minister Basel Jard&ndb on the 
country's 1990 fiscal budget. 

The bouse will also elect 10 
members to represent Jordan's 
Parliament at the meetings of 
p ar l iam ents from the four-nation 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC), winch groups Jordan, 
Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen. 
According to the Jordan News 
AGeacy, Petra, Saturday’s ses- 
sion wiB also discuss requests and 


The Upper House of Parlia- 
ment has been called by its speak- 
er Ahmad Al LawJ to meet 
Thursday to review reports by 
house committees and to endorse 
the formation of a legal commit- 
tee chaired by Najib Al Rash dan. 

Usually Parliament is duty 


started with dty and relatively warm conditions, as rain did not 
fen in its first 10 days," Abanda said. 

■ “Yet, contrary to what most people believe that if tbe 
arfaiTatieb starts dry it ends dry, mere is still a chance for the 
season to improve,*' be asnired. 

Minister of Agriculture Suleiman Arabtyat supported Abanda's 
positive outlook and said “there is no immediate danger of 
drought and hopefully ram wOl fell in enough amounts to save the 
agricultural crops." He refused to comment any further. 

No accidents resulting from slippery roads were immediately 
repor te d, but some drivers could be seen “ st uck** on the road, 
straggling to fix their vehicles. “I was caught off-guard,” said a 
professor at the University of Jordan. “I did not even switch on 
the windshield wipers," he said. 

Some ritirriM recalled that a group of leading theologians had 
org anis ed a special prayer for rams last Friday. Mosques all over 
the country resounded with appeals to God for the much-needed 
rains, a mainstay of Jordanian farmers. 

“I did not really appreciate the sodden fell of rain when I was 
waDting to the bus stop on my way home. When I left home this 
morning I did nos expect 4 to rain, so I did not wear my raincoat. 
As you can see, I was drenched,” one of the pedestrians 
interviewed by the Jordan Times said. 

“I am realty thrilled. I bought new boots and till now I did not 
have a real chance to wear them. So as soon as it started to rain, I 
put than on and went over to my friend’s house next door. She' 
thought they are rarity neat,” a 12 -year-old girl said. 

Car wash stations are members of the rain-loving category. 
When tiie depression is over, c ustom e rs will fine up to dean up 
the aftermath of the messy rain. “People tend to feel somehow 
embarrassed if they were seen driving mud-splashed car. Some 
even consider it to be bad for their image,** a worker at one of the 


Doc. -31 of way 
year Bnt the 1990 budget debate 
was delayed because the late 
formation of tbe government 


Well, image or no i 
former put it: “Rain 
and gives ns hope of a 
with more of tbe sai 


, nature wOl take its course and as one 
ibes the earth, cleans the atmosphere 
1 agricultural season. May God mss us 
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Aoun aide 

in January after Assad’s planned 


Weizman 


meeting with Egyptian President 
Hosui Mubarak later tins week. 

’ It quoted mudentified political 
sources as saying Hrawi’s talks 
would focus mainly on Aoun’s 
rebellion and the thorny issue of 
withdrawing Syria’s 40, WO troops 
stationed in Lebanon nnderr a 
1976 Arab League peacekeeping 
m a nd a t e . 

Hrawi’s government under 
Prime Minister Salim Al Hews 
earlier said it has suspended 
negotiations to buy arms from the 
United States, France, Italy, Bel- 

■ • w M m 


A government statement said 
Lebanese diplomatic mhriom in 
Washington, Boris, Rome; Brus- 
sels and Amsterdam have been 
instructed to “freeze entreat and 
scheduled negotiations for arms, 


Weizman denied the report and 
promised Shamir be would meet 
no PLO members during his 
eight-day trip to Moscow and 


All military shipments to the 
Lebanese army have been halted 
and ail tends earmarked to tee 


suspended. 


The statement was released by 
Hobs’ press office. 

The move a ppeared aimed at 
preventing Aoun from reple- 
nishing tee arms lost in sax 
months of sheDing dads with the 
Sudan ann v across Beirut last 


THe ministry said Wdfr 
man was going on rmmstiy busi- 
ness and was not sure whether he 
would be Soviet leaders. 

Shamir sparked the crisis by 
rhargii^ that Weizman met tbe 
bead of the FLO’s Geneva office. 
Weizman described it as & brief 
encounter in a hold lobby. 

Shamir hoped his setf-orches- 
trated crisis would send a dear 
message that Israel would never 
talk to the PLO. 

But unidentified Likud 'parlia- 
mentarians, including allies ofthe 
prime minister, were quoted as 
saying* tbe deal could force future 
Israeli concessions. 

“The prime minister to a cer- 
tain extent condoned the acts of 
minister Weizman,” army radio 
quoted one Likud member as 
saying. 

Another said: “It is unmoral to 
go before tbe public one day and 
say that a mini has been 
cooperating with Israel's enemies 
and then a day later keep him in 
the government.” 

The United States and Egypt 


have been pressuring Shamir to 
moderate bis stiff opposition to 
the PLO as an eventual peace 
partner.' 

Likud ministers who spoke on 
the record defended Shamir. 

“It's correct that (Weizman) 
deserved a more serioos punish- 
ment. It’s correct that in the 
beginning tbe prime minister 
wanted to give fem a more se- 
rious punishment,” said mix^ster- 
without-portfolio Ehud OfanerL 

“But to say that tee result of 
the event was not a dear and 
de fi n i tive message against con- 
tacts with the FLO and a very 
grave step against whoever does 
tins... is not an accurate descrip- 
tion of reality," he said. 

Even though be did not cany 
through with the threat to fire 
Wtizman, Shamir appeared to 
have strengthened bis position by 
demonstrating tint he had strong 
hacking, even m Labour, for con- 
a^poBcyofoomto 

Labour’s failure to take up 
Shamir’s challenge disappointed 
Israeli doves and Leading Palesti- 


Israeli doves and leading Palesti- 
nians who have being involved in 
efforts to arrange P alestinian . 
Israeli talks and elections in the 
occupied territories. 


Noriega 


Wednesday. 

It was tiie first disclosure of tee 
fife inside the embassy for 
Noriega. 


secret, but may be dosed now 

that they have been disdosed in 
news reports. 

The satirical weekly Le 
Canard Enframe published in 
Wednesday's edition a reproduc- 
tion of a bank statement showing 
two U.S. dollar accounts in 
Aeon's name at the Ba&qne 
Nationale de Pam, one with a 
balance of SSOOjOQQ, the other 
irith $14.7 million. 

“ft’s not a secret for anyone. 
It’s an open secret,” Aoun said 
Wednesday in an interview on the 
state-ron rateo station FVanco- 
Jnter. He said he had accounts in 
other French banks, as well as in 
the United States and Lebanon.’ 

Aoun said the news report of 
his account “dfepfeases me so 
much that I want to dose tbe 
accounts in France, withdraw the 
money tomorrow morning.” 


has dosed television and radio 
stations finked to Noriega and a 
U.S. delegation led by Deputy 
Secretary of State Lawrence Eag- 
lebuxger met Wednesday with 
President GmUenno Endara to 
bqgin plannfog the country’s eco- 
nomic recovery. 

The U,S. embassy said Eagle- 
burger would look at ways to h^p 
Panama recover from its econo- 
mic deefihe, which began largely 
when the United States imposed 
sanctions in 1988 in its effort to 
drive Noriega from power. 

Panama’s economy was further 
battered by fighting during the 
U.S. invasion and widespread 
footing that followed. 

No one is allowed to talk to 
Noriega, on the orders of Papal 
Nuncio Jose Sebastian Laboa, 
according to Vatican embassy de- 
puty spokesman Jose CubiHas. 
He $ad Noriega’s room con- 
tained only a broken . television. 


CubUlas said Noriega and two 
aides with him are “very ner- 
vous.” 

Brian’s government Tuesday 
dosed two tderiskm stations and 10 
radio stations and declared litem 
under “state custody.” 

Government spokesman 
Edwin Cabrera said the stations 
would be returned to their own- 
ers if their finances were in order. 

One of the television stations 
was owned ty Carlos Deque, 
who was Noriega’s presidential 
candidate m May 7 elections that 
Noriega annulled. International 
observers said Endaraa, the 
opposition candida t e, was for 
ahead. 

“We don’t intend to mm these 
mediums into propaganda 
machines while they are under 
investigation,” Cabrera, said. 

He said the government also 
returned to their owners three 
newspapers shut down by 
Noriega- Noriega’s gove rnm ent 
had seized Crftica, Matutmo and 
Le Reptthfica and ran them for its 
own purposes. 



Trial leaders meet with Print Minister Mndar tbe vote of confidence from tbe Lower Bouse of 


Badran, PLO discuss 
means of coordination 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime hfinis- 
ter Mndar Badran Wednesday 
discussed means of maintaining 
cooperation and coordination be- 
tween Jordan and the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
at a meeting with tbe organisa- 
tion’s representatives in Amman. 

Those attending the meeting 
on the Palestinian side were 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) Speaker Abdul Hamid Al 
Sayeh and PLO’s Executive 
Committee members: Bishop 
Elia Khouri, Abdul Razzak Al 
Yabay, Mohammad Milhem, 
and Abdul Rahim Ahmad. 

The PLO delegation also con- 
gratulated the prime minister on 
his securing a vote of confidence 
from the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

In his government’s policy 
statement presented to Parlia- 
ment last month, Badran pledged 



ft * 



Abdnt Karim Al Dngjbmi 

Municipal 
elections 
to be held 
in May 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Mumdpal 
elections will be held in all muni- 
cipal areas whose affair s are now 
controlled by municipal commit- 
tees appointed by the govern- 
ment, acrarding to Minister of 
Municipal and Rura] Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Karim 
Al Dughmi. 

Dughnri said in a statement to 
tee local press Wednesday that 
the ministry will soon select fixed 
dates for the elections which mil 
take place ‘ May. 

Before the elections, mumdpal 
committees will be involved in 
preparing lists of municipal voters 
and making other related 
arrangements, the minister said. 

Dughmi expected the first 
municipal election to be held in 
thedtyof Zarqa. Jordan's second 
largest city, which has been con- 
trolled by a municipal committee 
under tee then government of 
Zaid Rifai. 

Bui tbe minister said there 
were no plans for upgrading vil- 
lage cotmdls to municipal coun- 
cils as was reported earlier in Al 
Rafs Arabic daily. 


During this week’s Parliament 
debate on tbe government prog- 
ramme of Rime Minister Mndar 
Badran, one of the demands pre- 
sented by several deputies was for 
municipal elections for tee capit- 
al, Amman, and other major 
cities jneindmg Zarua, where tbe 
government usually appoints 
mayors. 


Dughmi Wednesday 
announced his approval of ten- 
ders for the conrtmctioD of vil- 
lage councils in Damia in the Deir 
Aha district of the Jordan Valley 
and one for the village council of 
,Brita in Mafraq governorate. Tbe 
combined cost of tbe two projects 
is nearly JD 37,000. 


to continue Jordan’s backing for 
the Palestinian people at every 
level. 

On Dec. 20, Badran held in- 
depth talks with PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat on Middle East affairs, 
the latest developments in tee 
region as well as Arab- Israeli 
conflict and tbe on-going uprising 
in the occupied Palestinian land. 

Later, the prime minister re- 
ceived in Ms office delegations 
representing various public orga- 
nisations and tribal units in Jor- 
dan and told them that the gov- 
ernment’s struggle to win a vote 
of confidence from Parliament 
was only the first step in the 
course of implementing the re- 
quirements of democracy in 

“The new government will 
strive to maintain democracy as a 
strong fence providing protection 
to the citizens of Jordan as 


directed by His Majesty King 
Hussein,” the prune minister 
said. 

“The new government will re- 
main committed to close coopera- 
tion with tbe legislative and judi- 
cial authorities in the Kingdom 
because only through this 
framework can democracy be 
safeguarded,” he added. 

He appealed for cooperation 
On the past of all public sectors 
with the government so that Jor- 
dan can overcome the present 
difficulties and attain further 
levels of development. 

Among those visiting tbe prime 
minister’s office Wednesday were 
Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh 
Mohammad Mheilan, the presi- 
dents of the University of Jordan 
and Yarmouk University, not- 
ables and chiefo of bedouin tribes 
in Jerash, Wadi Seer, Mad&ba 
and Bam Hassan. 


Unions voice support 
for parliamentary rule 


AMMAN (Petra) — Presidents 
of 10 Jordanian professional and 
trade unions in Jordan Wednes- 
day expressed their wholehearted 
support for parliamentary rule in 
tee Kingdom. 

They said Jordanian citizens 
now await the translation of tee 
government's programme into 
reality. 

Interviewed by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, presidents 
of tee Jordan Bar Association as 
wefi as the associations of en- 
gineers, dentists, pharmacists, 
press, geologists, veterinarians, 
nurses, banks, insurance com- 
panies and labour unions all sup- 
ported the government’s plans for 
economic and social r e form. 

The government’s plans to 
abolish martial few, ensure public 


freedoms, bolster Jordan’s coop- 
eration with Arab countries and 
provide continued help and 
assistance to the Palestinian peo- 
ple are welcomed by -all public 
sectors in Jordan, the association 
presidents said in separate in- 
terviews with Petra. 

Jordan Press Association Presi- 
dent Hashem Khreisat described 
tbe three-day parliamentary de- 
bate cc tee government's policy 
statement as reflecting the great 
importance Parliament attaches 
on the government’s actions in 
tee fixture. 

He paid tribute to Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran for clarifying 
all points re garding the economic 
crisis and voiced appreciation to 
the government and the deputies 
for displaying increased support 
for free press in Jordan. 


Amman deputies get 
development briefing 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Parliament 
members representing consti- 
tuencies in the Amman region 
visited the Greater Amman 
Municipality Wednesday and 
were briefed on plans for de- 
velopment, modernisation and 
expansion. 

A general plan for developing 
Amman until the year 2005 was 
presented to the deputies by en- 
gineer Saltan Kbleifat, the 
mayor's deputy. Khlexfat also 
spoke in detail about the munici- 
pality’s new laboratory com- 
pound where tests are conducted 
on samples of food and drinking 
water for the capital. 

He also briefed tbe deputies on 
{Mans for establishing a garbage 
dump near Roseifa to replace tee 
old one at Marka in tee eastern 
district of Amman. The new 
dum ping area lies on a wasteland 


which used to serve as part of 
mines exploited by the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JJ*MC) at Ruseifa. 


The deputies were also briefed 
by Anas Qattan, the mayor's 
assistant, on the Greater Amman 
Municipality plans for organising 
residential areas, building roads 
and public gardens, setting up 
retaining walls to prevent soil 
erosion and projects for develop- 
ing tee central area of downtown 

Amman . 

Amman Mayor Aii Subeimat, 
who invited the 18 deputies to 
visit the municipality, spoke in 
detail about Amman's develop- 
ment in demographic, social and 
construction terms. 

He outlined Amman's expan- 
sion smoe 1909 and presented 
ideas about future plans. 


Hospitals to Have 
independent role 


SALT (J.T.) — National Medical 
Institution (NMI) Director- 
General Abdul Salem Al Majali 
inspected Al Hussein Govern- 
ment hospital in Salt Wednesday 
and announced teat decentralisa- 
tion policies wifi be adopted at 
various hospitals in the country. 

“Each hospital wfil have its 
own independent budget and 
management and NMI will only 
provide guidance, control and 
planning," said Majali during tee 
visit. 

Majali, who also visited South 
Shimeh hospital in the Jordan 
Valley, told the gathering teat 
NMI will issue a new set of regula- 
tions providing incentives for all 
hospital staff and “four treatment 
and justice for all beneficiaries of 


tbe hospitals in Jordan.” 

Majali urged doctors and 
nuzses to try to reduce waste of 
materials and to rationalise 
spending so that tee NMI can 
continue to provide medical 
treatment to tee public at the 
lowest posable cost. 

Majali briefed the audience ab- 
out NMTs development and fu- 
ture plans and also the difficulties 
it is now encountering in mod- 
entismg hospitals in Jordan. 

Majali, who took over NMI 
from Daoud Manama, has been 
inspecting various hospitals in 
the &Dgdom as part of his pre- 
ftminniy plans to forward the 
hospitals’ modernisation prog- 
ramme. 
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Israel getting away 
with murder 

AMNESTY International is a highly reputable human rights 
organisation earned very high marks in mon ito ring 

and OT pndng grave and systematic human rights vi ol ations. 
Its credibility is beyond reproach and its find in g s have been 
recognised around tbe world as being very precise. And 
when this prestigi ous human rights organisation confirms in 
its special January newsletter that tbe-Israeli gove rnment 
has effectively condoned and encouraged eztngodidal 
ftyntin iii fffPfljw tinians by its occupying forces to put down 
their intifada, then the international community is duty 
bound to take this revelation most seriously and start d o in g 
something about it. To begin with, tbe world should t ake 
notice of tbe true intentions of the Israeli government under 
Yitzhak Shflmir as revealed by Amnesty International. And 
then the governments and peoples of all the countries 
concerned about the prospects of peace in the Middle East 
need to ask the question of how a government with a record 
of ter ro ri s m such as the one that now rules Israel can ever 
make peace with the Palestinians and the neighbouring 
Arab states? The horror stories from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip can never cease as long as Shamir and his kind 
are at the hefan of responsibility in Israel. And if the crimes 
against humanity continue unah&ted in the occupied terri- 
tories, then there is no way that negotiation for peace in the 
Middle East can ever get underway. Surely a government 
that is so contemptuous of international norms and deliber- 
ately and with premeditation and malice kffls Palestinians 
right and left as established by Amnesty International 
canno t be expected to have the wQl or the psychology to 
wage peace with the Palestinians and tbe rest of the Arab: 

states m the Middle East. . 

Seal against tins backdrop j the findings or Amnesty 

International must be viewed as an added evidence that Tel 
Aviv is not and can never be a serious interlocutor for peace 
in the Middle East and aD efforts must be exerted to gk rid 
of Shamir's government as presently constituted. Of course 
it is up to tiie Israeli people to do something about their 
government and it is only the Israelis who can effectively 
force a change of coarse in their government's politics. But 
the international community also has many cards to play as 
wefl, be it economic, militar y or political. If for example the 
allies of Israel, especially the U.S., can ever be persuaded to 
respect the findings of Amnesty International and other 
international tribunals and insti t utio ns on Israeli practices 
and policies, and act accordingly, the days of Shamir and his 
fike could become numbered. But as long as Washington 
and other Western capitals keep on paying Up service to the 
cause of peace in the Middle East, Shamir will only interpret 
such a tolerant stance as an encouragement to keep on 
floundering international norms and practices, in which 
case there will never be a chance for peace in the Middle 
East. The pressing question then is whether the latest 
Amnesty International findings wfll have an impact on 
Washington and the rest of tbe Western world to start doing 
something concrete about Israel and its intransigent atti- 
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A1 Ral Arabic daily Wednesday called on Prime Minister Mndar 
Badran to consolidate his cabinet by involving representatives of 
various parliamentary blocs to serve in different portfolios. The 
paper said that the Islamists in Parti ament coupled their vote of 
confidence in the government with a condition that it cany out 
certain reforms, perhaps hoping that Badran would select some of 
the Islamist deputies as members of his cabinet. The paper also 
referred to the position of the leftist group winch, it said, proved 
to be divided, with some of the group supporting the government, 
others abstaining from the vote and the rest voicing oppos i tion. 
The paper said that the leftists should unify their ranks and form a 
unified bloc if they want to have a say in parliamentary affairs and 
serve their constituencies. The paper said the government can not 
deal with 80 different mentalities in Parliament, and it would be 
more convenient not only for the government but also for the 
political parties to have political blocs Hte the Muslim Brother- 
hood, dealing in groups with the government and in future state 
affair s. The paper said the leftists ought to group themselves into 
<me bloc, capable of dealing with different issues and aiming to 
achieve their goals similar to the Muslim Brotherhood which is 
striving to cany out a programme promised to die electorate. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday pointed on 
arynsmg finger on the world Zionism and tbe United States for- 
being behind the campaign launched in Romania against the Arab 
nation. Hood Ayesh says that Ceausescu has been planted in the 
Eastern Socialist Bloc by Zionism and the United States, serving 
as their agent and serving their interest wi thin the socialist camp. 
The w riter says that soon after the dictator’s execution the Israelis 
launched a campaign to distort the Arab nation's image by 
riwnmig that Arab forces and Palestinian elements were fighting 
an the side of tbe dictator’s security forces winch had opposed the 
revolution. Nothing could be further from tbe truth and none of 
these allegations had been proven, says the writer. Indeed, die 
Zionists and the Americans had been behind the hasty trial and 
execution of the dictator and behind the burning of the official 
documents in Ms possession lest they would reveal the facts that 
be had been a paid agent by world Zionism and the United States, 
thewriter continues. * 

V 

Sawt A1 Sbaab Arabic daily Wednesday said that Shamir's threats 
to dismiss Weizman was no more than a manoeuvre to gain tune 
for his government and to stall, in a bid to kill the American 
five-point plan. Tbe paper said that .Shamir had to resort to 
anything ami to any accusation levelled to any member of his 
go vern men t or his op p onent with die hope of avoiding the. 

" Tinted States and Egypt to 
‘ Arab tammies. 


planned Washington meeting with the U 
discuss Baker’s election plans for the 


By Ed Blanche 

Tbe Associated J*rvss 

NICOSIA — Efforts are moving 
slowly to end the Arab-Israek 
dispute and other Middle East 
conflicts, and the decline of hosti- 

tfae 


Middle 


The ™»n stumbling block is 
rtw. Israeli gov ernm ent’s refusal 
to negotiate with Palestinians 
they believe will speak for Ara- 
fat’s FLO. 

Arafat, backed by the. Arab 
League, inden there can be no 



peace is still far toff 


could mKtae the region toward 
r stability ii 


in the 1990s. 

Iran-Iraq peace negotiations 
have stalled. Both sides are 
manning «miH a growing prolif- 
eration of long-range missiles in 
tiie region. 

This is eroding Israel's long- 
held technological superiority 
and heightening superpower conr 


'the PLO, winch Arabs acknow- 
tbe Palestinians’ sole 


Meanwhile, the two-year-old 
u prising shows no sign of collaps- 
ing. Fears have been raised that it 
will perhaps SnraraHy if there is 
discernible progress in the 


about a 
including nsdear and chemical 
weapons, in the volatile region. 

The pace of the Arab-Isradti 
peace process is unlikely to 
gather momentum for some time, 
until Israel's right-wing prime 
minister, Yitzhak .Shamir, relaxes 
bis hard-fine position of refusing 
to negotiate with Yasser Arafat’s 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Many observers believe tins is' 
unlikely unless there is intense 
pr ess u re from Washington. Sha- 
mir, at odds with a faction of his 
own Likud Party as well as with 
ins Labour coafitkm partners, is 
in no position to start malting 


mm 


Egypt is expected to remain toe 
crucial mediator b e tw een Brad 
— with whom it signed a peace 
treaty m 1979 — tiie Pa l es tinians 
and otter' Arab dates in trying to. 
a 


The c ur r en t focal point of the 
peace process is a lO-point pfan 
produced by Egypt’s President 
Hosni Mubarak, designed to 
break .the deadlock over Brad’s 
'blueprint for elections in tiie 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, tom by a Palestinian up- 
rising. 


Observers believe Arafat, after 
publicly ren o un c in g terrorism' 
and recognising Brad's right to 
exist, has gone as far down the 
road to moderation as he can 
without alienating' PLO hard^ 
liners.' 

A year-aid dialogue with the 
UNited States has Baled to result 
in Washington jailing any cohce- 
skms from tiie Israelis. Failure to 
produce substantive results will 
leave Arafat exposed and 
peace initiative discredited wi 
the PLO. 

Hard-liners such as 
Habash of the Popular Front for 
tiw liberation of Palestine have 
made dear their patience is run- 
ning out. 

The ‘Arab-Braefi peace pro- 
whkh has dragged on for 
than 20 years with only 
Egypt’s peace treaty to show fix- 
it, has a profund impact cm the 
region's other 

Tins is most pronounced in 
Lebanon, the nriddk*- Hart’s proxy 
battleground, where the Arab 
League was finally jolted into 
taking forcefu l action to end 14 
years of civil war. 

But the peace settlement it 
brokered has stalled because the 
army leader, Gen. Michel Aoun, 
rejects the pact, citing its failure 
to provide firm guarantees of a 






■ 
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Syrian witiidrawaL 

The Syrians, their efforts to 
pacify their unruly neighbour 
thwarted yet again by the 
Lebanese Falangists, are becom- 
ing frustrated and may yet move 
again Aoun. 

Radical Syria, which needs 
Lebanon as a security buffer be- 
tween itself and Brad, is likely to 
come under pre s sure from Mes- 
-cow to moderate its stand on the 
overall Middle East settlement as 


detente improves. 

Moscow, increasingly crucial to 
the peace process ana years of 
being edged out by Wasmngtan, 
is already seeking to persuade 
Syria to abandon, its drive for 
military parity with Brad. 

The Kremlin, increasingly con- 
cerned with -economic and social 
at home, has made dear 
most mid its riffs with 
Iraq, Egypt and the PLO to 
achieve the kmgdusive Arab un- 
ity that is prerequisite for an 
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upheaval 
that Snu 


international peace 

Ban, Syria’s ost 
also is in transition following 
death of Ayatollah Ruhofiah 
khnmani and the deetkm of 
Hasbemi Rafsanjam, leader .of 
the so-called pragmatists, as pres- 
ident last summer. 

Hfe seeks to open up Iran after 
a decade of isolation, attract 
Western investment and technol- 
ogy to revitalise'' the -moribund 
economy following tiie 1988 ceas- 
efire in the 8-year war with Baq. 


Hob opposed by revolutionary 


hard-Jmers and much will depend 
on whether he can fend off the 
rfiaHenge and ease the economic 
hardships that Iran’s 55 mfifion 
population, growing at an alarm- 
ing 3.5 per cent a year, is demon- 


■ft 



—he can, one — 

could be the release of Western 
hostages held by pro-Iranian mili- 
tants m Lebanon and the removal 
of a major source in instability in 
the region. 
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Central America — peace, stability remain elusive 
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By Richard HerzfeMer 

Tbe Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — Central 
America badly needs refief from a 
decade of unrest and g a c nffli war- 
fare, but peace remain s dune 
fix most of tbe nations in the 
region at tbe outset of tbe 1990s. 

Tbe U.S. in vas io n of Panama 
drew predictable denundatkm 
from most governments in the 
region, but most (fid not really 
like ousted strongman Gen. 
Manuel Antonio Noriega. Little 
impact on relations with the Un- 
ited States was foreseen if the 
U.S. troops withdraw quickly. 

After a hopeful start, efforts to 


bring peace to tiie troubled coun- 
tries of the region appeared to be 
in tatters. 

Guerrillas and tbe go vernm ent 
of El Salvador became farther 
polarised. The rebels opened 
their biggest offensive of the tivil 
war in November by attacking 
San Salvador and targets in aD 14 


shms and poverty, argued against 
quick solutions. 

Here is a look at the region 
from north to south: 

Mexico — With 85 mfifion peo- 
ple, Mexico is stable enough to 


have much to do with solving 
Honduras’ problems. The U.S.- 
backed contra rebel army is based 
in border areas, raising tensions 

to 





more uncertain in' Nicaragua, 
even with an incom i ng election. 
Although tbe united States and 
Soviet Union have became less 
interested in proxy wars, the lack 
of democratic tradition in Nicar- 
agua, coupled with social divi- 



U.S. wary as Cuba 
assumes prized 
U.N. Council seat 


By George Gedda 


WASHINGTON — Cuba is be- 
ginning the New Year on an 
upbeat note after a string of 
setbacks as it assumes a U_N. 
Security Council seat fix tiie first 
time since tiie 1959 revolution. 

Some U.S. officials are con- 
cerned that Cuba's election to a 
council seat will give President 
Fidel Castro new leverage fix 
influendng council debates and 
p romot in g anti-American poli- 


Bnt more op ti misti c officials 
believe Cuba may feel con- 
strained in its new role to dimin- 
ish its alleged support- for leftist 
rebels in El Sahrador. 

Cuba wfll assume hs seat as the 
t gears tip to send a 
force to Central 
to en s ur e that rebel 
such as tbe Salvadoran 
insurgency do not receive outside 


In response to American critic- 
Cuba contends that no coun- 
try tramples on U.N. principles 
more relentlessly than the United 


As Cuba sees it, the invasion of 
Panama is just the latest example 
of the U.S. in t er ve nti onism. Af- 
ter the invasion, there were large 
demonstrations in front of the 
American diplomatic mission in 
Havana. 

Cuba’s accession to a Security 


last year over U.S. objections. 

U.N. tradition holds that the 
election of a given country is 
automatic if it receives tiie en- 
dorsement by consensus of other 
countries from tiie same region. 

Tbe United States tried to en- 
courage other hemispheric coun- 
tries to oppose Cuba's candidacy. 
Several tested tiie waters bat 
dropped out, leaving Cuba un- 
contested. 

On the other hand, the admi- 
nistration (fid block a movement 
in the Organisation of American 
States (OAS) in the fall to allow 
the Cuban government to reclaim 
its OAS seat. Cuba was expelled 
from die OAS in tiie early 1960s. 

Gillian Gunn, an associate at 
the Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace, said Cuba’s 
image in the hemisphere was en- 
hanced dining the crucial period 
in the first half of 1989 when the 
issne of who would win the coun- 
cil seat was being decided. 

Cuba's imp roved standing was 
tiie result or its decision in De- 
cember 1988 to withdraw its 
troops from Angola and Castro’s 
attendance at three Latin Amer- 
ican presidential inaugurations in 
late 1988 and early 1989, Mis. 
Gunn said. 

Castro's presence implied re- 


spm 

the 1 


for 



that I -tin 


otherwise bleak period for the 
island nation. Cuba had dose ties 
with all of the gove rnm ents in 
Eastern Europe that have been 
forced out in recent months. 
Ideologically, Cuba has never 
been more isolated. 

The ouster of Panama's Gen. 
Manuel Antonio Noriega was 
also seen as a kiss for Cuba 
becaure the leaders of both coun- 
tries h&d a shared hostility for the 
United States* 

U.S. officials are particnlariy 
dis ap po inte d over Cuba's eleva- 
tion tO a COUndl Seat hmemtwt 

other Latin American countries 
rallied behind Cuba's candidacy 


aades — now tiie overwhelming 
majority — would raDy b ehind an 

roelccted presi den t for one of the 
10 non-permanent Security 
Council seats. 

But there was some sentiment 
in the hemisphere that Cuba de- 
served the seat after having been 
syste matical ly exdudcd fix more 
than 30 years, and that Castro is 
likely to nehave more moderately 
if he is not treated as an tmtwty t 

But, said Otto Rckh, a former 
U.S. ambassador to Venezuela, 
'die Latin Americans are wrong to 
think that Castro is no looser a 
threat. 

“They are engaging in a bit of 
setf-dcception by thmking that V 
has.” Retch said. . 


the corse of violence. 
President Carlos Salmas de Gor- 
tari has instituted free-maifcet 
pofides d esigned- to- attack opr? 
ruption and government 
bureaucracy. Growth is reported, 
but any U.S. recession could hurt 
Mexico. Political reform is being 
instituted slowly, 
turns in 1991 and a 
election in 1994 are 

Guatemala — An elected gov- 
ernment has been unable to 
achieve reforms, blaming intran- 
sigence on the right. Critics 
blame the government as being 
weak while others see tbe abs- 
ence of direct military rule as a 
positive sign. 

The country remains tiie most 
sharply divided in tiie region, 
with an oligarchy of European 
descent ruling a population that is 
half Indian. Drug trafficking is on 
the rise. 

El Salvador — The rebel offen- 
sive in November and tiie slaying 
of six Jesuit priests has led fo a 
deterioration of the peace pro- 
cess. The government continues 
to receive massive U.S. aid. The. 
rebels appear capable of surviv- 
ing even without Nicaraguan or 
Cuban aid. Neither ride appears 
interested in serious negotiations. 

Honduras — Presidentelect 
Rafael Leonardo CaUejas takes 
office in January, but may not 


attract investment 
style r efo r m s , but fighting in El 
Salvador and Nicaragua may dis- 
courage it. 

Nicaragua — . .Elections are, 

scheduled for Feb. .25, 1990. De- 
spite a superior political organisa- 
tion, President Daniel Ortega 
and his rating Sandmistas face a 
tough opposition challenge. If 
victorious, the .Sandmistas wfll 
retain control of the army. If the 
vote is scrapped, regional con- 
frontation may flare. 

The contras still based in camps 
near the Nicaraguan border will 
be hurt if U.S. aid is cut. War- 
related poverty, U.S. sanctions 
and poor management are begin- 
ning to rival Haiti's as the worst 
in the hemisphere. 

Costa' Rica — An oasis of 
political and economic stability, it 
is hampered by its location m a 
troubled hemisphere. President 
Oscar Arias leaves office in 1990 
with a nobel prize but no regional 
peace. Drug traffi cking is on the 


Gulf 

of Mexico 


CUBA 



EL SALVADOR 


400 Miles 


Panama — Civilian rule, has a 
chance now that the United 
States has given Noriega tiie 
boot, but the country's democra- 
tic tradition is not strong and a 
reconstituted military could be a 
danger. Good U.S.-Panama rela- 
tions will become more important 
as Dec. 31, 1999, approaches — 
at noon on that day the United 


States turns the Panama Canal 
over to full Panamanian au- 
thority. 

Cuba — Although not part of 
Central America, Cuba is a 
strong regional player. President 
Fidel Castro is a dedicated re- 
volutionary but may have to re- 
duce aid to Nicaragua and El 
Salvador’s rebels because of 
problems at home. 

Increasingly isolated from the 
Co mmuni st world, Castro seems 




determined to rerist reform mid 
has warned of a need for econo* 
mic a usterit y. 

That’s not going over well with 
the younger generation. Bored 
with ta le s of a 30-year-old revolu- 
tion, they look to well-off rela- 
tives in Miami and iWni[ a bo ut 
Rock “n’ Roll. Castro retains per- 
sonal prestige, but increased de- 
pendence-^ his brother Rani is a 

sign of rigidity and a -narrow 
power base. 


Brazil’s new president faces grave 

economic problems, opposition 


By Ken Sflverstein 
Associated press 



prol 
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RIO DE JANEIRO, 

— Brazil's president-elect, Fer- 
nando GoIIor De MeUo. faces 
ive economic problems and 
iad political opposition — 
iblems made more formidable 
the high expectations placed in 
him. 

Upon taking office on March 
15, CoUor de Mello’s first task 
will be to control the country's 
spiralling economic crisis. Infla- 
tion is more than 1,500 per cent a 
year and unions say real wages 
have been halved in the past year. 

But many Brazilians nope that 
their first freely elected president 
since I960 will be able to make 
immediate changes. 

“One week after taking office, 
CoUor de MeUo will make our 
lives better, increasing salaries 
and not letting prices rise.” Pedro 
Manoel do Rosario, a fish clean- 
er, predicted in an interview with 
the weekly newsmagazine Veja. 

Helio Jaguaribc, ' one of the 
country's leading sociologists, 
said CoUor de MeUo win have 
only 90 days to take emergency 
measures and bring the economy 
under control. Otherwise, he 
raid, Brazil faces chaos. 

“Brazil is on tbe verge on a 
tremendous social explosion, and 


the symptoms of economic de- 
terioration are so grave and com- 
plex that any responsible person 
has to be frightened,” he said in 
an interview. 

Finance Minister Malison da 
Nobrega said the lame-duck gov- 
ernment of President Jose Sarney 
can do little to check inflation 
except to ask businessmen not to 
raise prices so fast. That measure 
has been ineffective in the past. 

Collor de Mello’s conservative 
economic red pc includes privatis- 
ing state-run firms, laying off 
thousands of government em- 
ployees and reducing the public 
deficit. Those moves are ex- 
pected to bring greater econo mi c 
hardship, at least in the short run. 

CoUor de MeUo has promised 
to increase social spending for the 
poor, but critics say there is no 
money to do so. 

“He’ll have to be very macho.” 
said Da Nobrega. “It will be 
hard, but he'll have to say ‘no’ to 
a lot of people.” 

Collor de MeUo was elected on 
Dec. 17 over Socialist Luis Inado 
Lula da Silva in a dose race that 
sowed the seeds for substantial 
opposition , to his presidency. 

“Lula won overwhelming sup- 
port from most unionists, profes- 
sional organisations, tiie better 
educated, and rolled op tig vic- 
tories in state capitals and large 


cities,” said Ophir Cavalcante, 
president of die Brazilian Bar 
Association. “CoUor de MeUo is 
going to Bee broad opposition.” 

That opposition could be cru- 
cial in Congress, where Collor de 
MeUo's National Reconstruction 
Party has only 24 seats — just 3 
per cent of die total. 

Rep. Renan Calheiros, the 
president-elect's chief advisor, 
says CoUor de MeUo will over- 
come these obstacles by creating 
a “government of national unity 
that exdudes no one.” 

- But Ai feeling from the election 
runs deep. 

In the campaign's final days. 

CoUor de MeUo made vicious 
personal attacks on Lula and ac- 
cused his Workers Party of want- 
ing to impose a Communist fficta- 
torship in Brazil. 

“I would never sit at the same 
table as CoUor de Melio. The low 
blows be used made me lose aU 
respect for him,” Lula said m a _ 

Sid ' COa]d fonn a **»g'Moc in con- 

said the Workers Party mid other grass with the backing of con- 


Meiio’s inauguration. 

“It’s mud) more than a gesture 
of opposition. It’s a rejection of 
CoUor de MeUo,” he said. 

Many fear the president-elect, 
who is known for his quick tem- 
per, could be unable to 'deal 
coolly with his opponents. : 

“CoUor de Melio is completely 
unpredictable. He may . be 
another Janio Quadras,” said 
political science Professor David 
Fleischer, of the University df 
Brasilia. He was referring to Bra- ■ 
2 irs last freely elected president, 
who resigned in 1961 — citing 
occult forces” — after seven 
months in o ffice . 

Other analysts are more opti- 
mistic. 

"There’s a good chance a size- 
able portion of die country's eco~ 
nomic elite will back Collor de 
MeUo ” said Alexander 
director of the political risk firm 
Early Wanting. 

CoUor de MeUo 



opposition forces would form a 
“shadow government to prevent 
CoUor de Mdlo from committing 
abuses.” 

Rep. Vrvaldo Barbosa, a lead- 
er of the left-wing Democratic 
Labour Party which strongly 
backed Lula's campaign, said Us 
party would boycott CoUor de 


servative parties. 

. won’t be chaos, espe- 

cially if he can produce results in 
the economy. It may be tough 
at the bemnniiig, but wfth 
the problems Brazil is 
anybody’s going to have to *t 
down together and negotiate,” ha 
sftid, *-* 
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clapping 

so 




Jonhmor 
people 

jammed into the parliamentary ba&fing in Abdali Cut 
Saturday/ Sunday and Monday the nations democratic 
it seemed to going in fofi nwg, 
s both praised and rued the government of 
Modar Badran in their more than often tong, drawn oat 
and frequently boring speeches. While most of die over 
fourty deputies who took to the oartia ipcatary podium 
received xnunentkmable attention from das audience, a few 
seemed to bring “the house down” with enthusiastic 
dapping winch they aroused by their txmunentaries. 

m What was the most wnwjwg phennwim of aS was the 
“da pping trend” One young man attending the three day 
attraction was Samir Abu Adnan. This young mnn fit hs 
mid-twenties spent three days watching »«d Istenme to the 
parliaments deliberations and commentaries. He clapped 

"« speeches made by deputies Ahmad 
Thagan Hqtdawi, fan Madanat, Leith 
Mixtem Abu Zant, Bassam Haddadm, 
Yacoub Qarash, Fakhri Kawar and finally the prime 
min i s t er hmwaif Mndar Badran. 

Now anyone attending any of the three day sessions or 
following them in the loot media wiQ know that the above 
m e ntio ned are people without a common thought forum. 
Their political affiharions vary from die far left to die far 
right to theology. What Samir did in athtmaspcaSty 
dapping for all of these speakers after genuinely enjoying 

" " ' " thing . Fu 


is an indication of something. Furthermore, 
Samir was not alone. Many of the spectators who attended 
the parfiaxnents commentary on the go ve rn me nts program- 
mes reacted similar to Samir. 

This week Samir Aba Aduas speaks to Feoa* os People 
about himself, why he clapped for whom, and in after- 
thought what as an “ordinary citizen” who (fid not vote in 
die Nov. g elections, he thinks it &D means. 

Samir is 24 years aid, he fra lived most of his fife in Jordan’s 
northern most city, Irbid. After graduating from a public tipb 
school and recei v ing a grade of 80 per cent m his txwjihi 
exam ina ti o n s he opted tostudy Journalism at the school of 
journalism* at the University of Yannouk. Subsequent to hs 
graduation Samir, like all young Jordanians of his generation served 
in the armed forces for two years. He has been out of the army for 
a year and a half and he is still unemployed. 


Although Sarnie's parents are not rich 1 as he says, they haver 
managed to support him till now. Although at 24, Samir has never 
earned a days salary jp his life, he seems confident that he wfll find 
the kind of work be wants, “something In my fine of specialisa- 
tion.” ■ - - - — . " 

ft . - 

“Our main problem is that the journalists association in Jordan 
has not recognised our college, thn* do newspaper or publication 
wants-to hire ns. First of nO we cant find a job to just practice ©ur 
craft as understudies bec au s e the assoctaoqn ftag.uo* recognised 
our department and without experience no paper anywhere wiB 
hire us. If they don’t want ns to work on tins field, why open the 
college?” he asks. . 

Samir's situation is one that many yotmg and not so young 
people in Jordan are having to deal with on a daily basis. 

At this point unemployment 



s point unemployment among young graduates seems to 
exist in Jordan because of some afnnmstrasrre lunges, social 
.ethics which ‘forbids* people from doing just any old job, and a 
lack of planning and coordination on the part of the establish- 
ment, be it the ministry of education or the student and his 
parents. 

“I am here because I have nothing else to do,” said Samir, 
re ferrin g to tins to his t h ree day attendance of foe parliamentary 
session. “If I were working I'd probably be here anyway covering 
the parfounentaiy news for some paper." 

Samir and his fellow journalist graduates from Yarmouk were 
all attending the paifiamentaiy session, ft is important for them to 
keep up with “what is happening,” just in case we do find work at 
least we wifi know what is going on," Samir says. 

Samir think* that' Jordan's ongoing experiment with democracy 
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. It was all veiy civifised. I 

recalls. 
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Later, the prime 
Bleed ft. I was proud,” 

“I know veiy well that a lot of the speakers did not tmve a lot in 
common with one another, except that they all mad e sharp 
criticism of past gov ernm ents, offi c ials and foe current prime 
minister and his supposed deafingsin foe past. But that alone was 
something to dap about," Samir says. 

His enthusiasm he says was “because, they were conragestosay 
what they did, no matter what. In the past a lot of people were nos 
allowed to speak out against their own shadows. Now a known 
Communist, who spent eight years in jail because he was a 
Communist, is elected to parliament and makes a speech. He has 
not been forced to capitulate, he speaks his mind, he critics, 

people dap, be takes his seat, ax the end of the day be goes home 

and has (firmer. He .is a free man,” S amir says. 

This young who, although he has never been e xposed to 
any form- of harrassment from officials beca us e of ou tsta nd in g 
political views, shows an innate sympathy for those who have. 

“Some of the" attacks made by the depones w ere ra ther 
personal, ! thought. It is like that even in the west I always read 
about American politicians and the way the media scrutinises 
what they have fw breakfast and what their berth agns are and 
what that shows about.fodr character aad so on. Spnmhmrafoat 

is a real wasteof time, of course, but foat is part of demoocaty, I 

ling to understand the motivations behind what happened^in 
the bsSunent eaifier this week Samir says isrdatively ample. 

grandmother taught me when I was 



what he does and how be does it,” Samir cxpianK 


He goes on to explain that if each of the 

voted: ii^f^vour of the government can be analysed m ^ same 
way* - Samir conchKks. 

*Tfj I&iJaftd Tm gad Tm living at this ^timeinhfatory.Nowifl 

coold ori^find a Job,” says Samir with a sigh* 
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One- hundred million 
children will die in the 1990’s 


THE GOVERNMENTS of the 
developing world as a whole are 
now devoting half of their ex- 
penditures to debt servicing and 
military spending. These two 
essentially unproductive activi- 
ties, says this year's State of foe 
World's Children report from 
UNICEF, are now costing 
almost SI biOkra every day — or 
approximately $400 a year for 
fani»y in the developing 



Meanwhile, says the report, 
nearly 8,000 children are dying 
every single day because they 
have not been immunised; nearly 
7,000 are dying every day firms 
dehydration caused by diarrhoea, 
and approximately 6,000 are 
dying evCTy day from pneumonia. 

Making available today's low 
cost solutions to aD of these child 
health problems would cost 



Soviet Union has been spending 
on vodka. It is as much as U.S. 
companies have been spending 
cm advertising ogarett.es. It is as 
much as 10 per cent of the EECs 
annual subsidy to its farmers. It is 
as much as 2 per cent of the 
developing world's military 
spending." 

A Summit for Children 

On pr es e n t trends, more than 
one handled rmlfion children will 
(fie in the decade ahead. “They 

red coma 



e g»*ping extremities or 
pneumonia, or in foe iron grip of 
tetanus, or in the fever ' of 
measles, or on the rack of whoop- 


ing cough. 
These fr 


five common Alnesses — 
which can all be inexpensively 
treated or prevented by vaccines, 
oral rehydration therapy, or anti- 
biotics — account for over half of 
aD child deaths and chDd mal- 


nutrition in the modem world. 

Arguing that only high-level 
political commitment can put to- 
day’s low-cost solutions into prac- 
tise on die necessary scale. UN- 
ICEF has called for a World 
Summit for Children to be held in 
September, 1990, at foe U.N- 
headquaxters in New York.. It 
would be the first time that Heads 
of state had met to discuss a 
major social issue. The Summit 
would also give a boost to the 
new Convention on the Rights of 
foe Child, which UNICEF says 
should become “the standard be- 
low which any dvDised nation, 
rich or poor, will be ashamed to 
hlV\ 

“It is time that the needs of 
children were oven this kind of 
priority.” says UNICEF's Execu- 
tive Director James P Grant. 
“Protecting the physical and 
mental development of children 
is the most important of all in- 
vestments in the social and eco- 
nomic development of our 
societies. Doing what can now be 
done to achieve that goal is there- 
fore an issue worthy of its place 
on the agenda of the world’s 
political leaders, the 'world's 
press, and the world's public." 

Achievements 

The achievements of Tecent 
years have shown what can be 
done if the will is there. Im- 
munisation, which protected few- 
er than 10 per cenr of the de- 
veloping world’s children a de- 
cade ago, now reaches 70 per cent 
and is saving the lives of approx- 
imately 2 million a year. Oral 
rehydrafion therapy, little known 
outride scientific aides until the 
early 198Qs/is new being used by 
one family in every three in the 
developing world and is esti- 
mated to be preventing I milli on 
child deaths each year from di- 
arrhoeal dehydration. 

In addition, says UNICEF, 


there are an estimated one and a 
half million children who axe 
'‘walking, running, and playing 
normally in the villages and 
neighbourhoods of the develop- 
ing world today who would be 
crippled by polio were if not for 
the immunisation efforts of the 
last decade.” 

Achievements of this kind, says 
UNICEF, show that it is possible 
— in practice — to prevent the 
majority of illness, malnutrition, 
and early death among the chil- 
dren of the 1990s. 

“These breakthroughs have 
meant mobilising today’s new 
communications capacity to put 
science at the disposal of the 
majority of the human family," 
says Grant. “A further sustained 
effort to support families every- 
where in using new knowledge 
about the importance of timing 
births, about exclusive breast- 
feeding for foe first few months of 


life, and about how to actively 
promote a child's nutritional 
health, could transform the well- 
being of millions of children in 
the decade ahead." 

Outbreak of peace 

Pointing out that military 
spending has been cut or frozen 
in the USA, foe USSR, China, 
India, and Pakistan, and that 
there are now fewer wars being 
fought than at any time in the last 
50 years, UNICEFs Executive 
Director James Grant believes 
-that an outbreak of peace coold 
represent an opportunity for the 
world's chiidren.Tbe sums in- 
volved are so huge — with the 
world’s mifitaiy spending now ex- 
ceeding the combined incomes of 
half of humanity — that even a 
partial escape from today’s levels 
of military spending coold bring 
new vistas of h uman achievement 
suddenly nearer. 

The moral argument for tins 
‘new preoccupation' is an obvious 
one. “Every single one of the 


40,000 children who die each 
day," says UNICEF, “was a child 
who had a personality and a 
potential, a family and a future. 
And for every child who has died 
today, several more are living on 
with malnutrition and ill health, 
unable to fulfill the mental and 
physical potential with which they 
were born." 

But there is also a practical 
argument. The long-term con- 
sequences are well known, says 
the State of die World's Children 
report: 

— malnutrition means poor 
physical and mental growth, poor 
performance at school and at 
work, and the perpetuation of 
poverty from one generation to 
the next. 

— high child death rates mean 
high birth rates and rapid popula- 
tion growth 

— lack of education precludes 
people from contributiong fully 
to, or benefiting fully from, the 
development of their communi- 
ties ana their nations 

— hopelessness and foe denial of 
opportunity erode self-respect 
and sow the seeds of almost 
insoluble social problems for fu- 
ture generations 

— entrenched injustices, and the 
parading of unattainable wealth 
before foe eyes of poverty, pro- 
voke an instability and violence 
which often take on a life of their 
own 

— deprivation precludes environ- 
mental sensitivity, forcing mil- 
lions to over-exploit their sur- 
roundings in the name of sur- 
vival.” 

For these practical and long- 
term reasons,. UNICEF con- 
cludes that a major renewal of 
effort to protect the lives and the 
development of children would 
be “the greatest long-term invest- 
ment winch the human race could 
make in its future economic 
prosperity, political stability, and 
environmental integrity". 


Beckett rewrote 
rules of drama 


Reuters 

PARIS — Samuel Beckett, foe 
reclusive Irish playwright whose 
death was announced Tuesday, 
changed the shape of 20th-cen- 
tury theatre with tragicomic plays 
of brooding despair. 

Beckett, Ien died of old age 
and respiratory problems in a 
Paris hospital last Friday after- 
noon and was buried in closely- 
guarded privacy at the Montpar- 
nasse cemetery. 

The gaunt Irish protestant lived 
in Pans for more than half a 
century, writing plays that be- 
came ever shorter and contained 
little or no conventional action or 
plot 

His most famous play, “Wait- 
ing for Godot", about two tramps 
in a no-man's land of the spirit, 
influenced a generation of writers 
with its stark poetic pessimism 
and bleak humour. 

First produced in 1953, it slow- 
ly brought Beckett fame that cul- 
minated in the award of the nobel 
literature prize in 1969. 

Before “Godot", he wrote 
novels of increasing introspec- 
tion. Afterwards he forked 
mainly in the theatre. 

A Beckett play is a synonym 
for a work of difficult brevity, a 
cry of pain from an almost bare 
stage. One, “breath”, lasts only 
35 seconds and consists of fight 
and breathing. 

“At foe end of my work, there 
is nothing but dust," Beckett 
once said. 

On his 80th birthday in 1986. 
universities and theatres around 
the world honoured Beckett with 
conferences, readings and special 
seasons devoted to his work. 

Typically, Beckett attended 
none of them. 

But despite his love of privacy 
and the pessimistic vision of his 
work, Beckett was said by friends 
to have a sharp sense of humour. 

When actress Billie Whitelaw, 
famous for her parts in Beckett’s 
plays for 20 years, told the play- 
wright she had been invited to 
lecture on him to students in foe 
United States but (fid not know 
what his work was about, he 
roared with laughter. 

“Well, Billie, she Quoted him 
as saying, “You can tell them foe 
author doesn’t know what the 
hell it's about either.” 

Beckett was born in Dublin of 
Protestant parents on April 13. 

He was educated at Trinity 
College, Dublin, lectured at the 
Ecole Noimale Superieure in 
Paris and later at Trinity coUege. 
He published his first book, a 
poem called “whoroscope” in 
1930.. 

He' made his home in Paris in 
the late 1930s and came under the 
influence of Irish novelist James 
Joyce — author of “Ulysses” — 
for whom he carried out research. 


1 



Joyce’s novels were wordy and 
y, foe total opposite of 
ett’s mature work. Beckett 
was quoted by theatre critic Mar- 
tin Essfin as saying: “Joyce was a 
synthesiser, trying to bring in as 
much as be could. I am an analys- 
er. crying to leave out as much as 
I can." 

In 1938, foe year be published 
his novel “Muiphy”, Beckett was 
stabbed in foe chest in a Paris 
street by a man who asked him 
for money. A young woman he 
had never met stopped to help 
him to hospital. 

This started a relationship be- 
tween Beckett and the woman, 
Suzanne Deschevaux-Dumesnil, 
that led to their marrying secretly 
in Folkestone, England, in 1961. 

During World War II, Becket 
stayed in France and joined the 
resistance against the German 
occupation. ' 


“1 was so outraged by foe 
Nazis, particularly by their treat- 
ment of foe Jews, that I could not 
remain inactive," he said. He was 
awarded foe Croix de Guerre for 
his war services. 

Beckett later began writing in 
French, translating his own works 
into English from the original. 

In 1948, while still primarily a 
novelist, he began to write 
“Godot”. It was a relaxation, be 
said later, “from the awful prose I 
was writing at the time." 

Produced five years later, 
“Godot” received mixed reviews 
round foe world. But, in time, it 
came to be held as a masterpiece. 
Influencing younger playwrights 
like Harold Pinter, Tom Stop- 
pard and Edward A! bee. 

Its two characters, Chaplines- 
que tramps, wait for Godot, who 
never comes. The audience never 
learns who Godot is, and the play 
has no traditional action or 
framework of time. 

Among other major plays were 
“Endgame" and “Krapp’s last 
tape”, produced in 1958 and 
heralding plays that got shorter 
and shorter, often with just one 
character. 

Beckett then returned in the 
late 1970s to prose, alternating 
his theatrical output with a series 
of compact poetic texts with such 
titles as “fll seen ill said” and 
“woistward Ho”. At foe age of 
81 he completed three short texts 
under the title" stirrings still.” 

In awarding him the Nobel 
Literature prize, the Swedish 
academy said be was being bon- 
onoured for his new forms of foe 
novel and drama about “The 
destitution of modem man.” 

Beckett, who often staged his 
own plays, always guarded his 
privacy. Friends shielded him 
from prying outsiders, and his 
wife, who (bed in July 1989, often 
represented him on social occa- 
sions. 
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The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istGrcle, Jabal Amman, near 

AhfiyyatiGirfs School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midoight 

Tel 638968 



MANDARIN 
Chtoese Restaurant 

The onfy typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 124)0- 15-30 
1&00-23-JO 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

. Amman. Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 



CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
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Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque tor 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
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p.m. 

\ y 6:30 -Midnight 
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Oman stresses private sector role 


■DUBAI (R) — Oman looks set to achieve 
budget deficit lower than projected b 
.cautions due to notoriously volatile oil 
hopes to set a firmer basis for greater 
growth in the future. 


This year’s budget, announced 
Monday, set a 1990 deficit of 314 
miTKo n riyals ($815 million) with 
spending eight per cent higher at 
1.75 human ($4.5 billion) and 
revenue at 1.43 billion ($3.7 bfl- 
Jflou). 

The government, repeating its 
policy of 1989, projected 1990 


revenues on 1989 oO prices 
spite a general belief amongst 
analysts mat world oil prices will 
■be firm this year. 

Independent economists be- 
lieve Oman budgeted 1989 re- 
venues on an oil price of $12-50 a 
barrel while the Anal average was 
around $15 to $16 for last year. 

Oil revenues account for about 
90 per cent of total state income. 
Oman Tuesday raised its moodily 
December crude price to $17.70 
per barrel. 

Deputy Prime Minister for 
Financial and Economic Affairs 


Qads Ibn Abdul Monim A1 Zawa- 
wi said that for this same reason 
the real 1989 deficit would come 
out lower than ■ foe projected 
407.6 miDion riyals ($1.1 billion), 
but did not say by hew modi. 

Omani ministers and officials 
in a series of reports for foe 
ofiming year outlined their plans 
for a gradual reduction in the 
state’s role in foe economy. 

The policy is similar to that in 
other Gulf Arab oil producing 
countries which have begun to 
see foe dangers of continually 
leading growth through spending 
state incomes which rely almost 
exclusively on moves in world ml 
prices. 

Catting the state role may not 
be easy. State spending as a 
percentage of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP), which is the value of 
all goods and services produced 
in the economy, was 55 per cent 


in 1988 and as high as 67 per cool 
in 1986, foe year of Oman’s big- 
gest recorded deficit following 
the o 3 price collapse. 

Oonunerce and Industry Minis- 
ter Salem Ibn Abduallah A1 Gha- 
zali said government policy 
should encourage foe private sec- 
tor to participate more 


in economic developmecL. 

Agri culture and Fisheries 
Munster Mohammad Ibn Abdul- 
lah Ibn Zaber A1 Hmai said his 
sector wo old try to produce more 
foot to cut down imports, and 
create jobs. 

The sector is only four to five 
per cent of total gross domestic 
product but growing quickly, 
especially in fisheries. 

Senior central bank official 
Mohammad Abdul Aaoz Kalmoor 
said monetary stability remained 
a corners t one policy. 

Oman's other main concern is 
holding off imported inflation 
due to its large imports of con- 
sumer and capital items. 

“Imported inflation... is' more 
difficult to contain,” said Kal- 
moor in his report. 

say 


ary measures in the European 
Community (EC), which is 
Oman's biggest trade partner, 
will help < «i rfai n imported infla- 
tion. 

But the recent rise in most EC 
currencies against the dollar 
could offset this by rais ing EC 
import prices m Oman, where the 
riyal is effectively linked to the 
dollar. 

Omani officials see import dir 
versification as foe ans wer to this 
particular dilemma. 

Independent economists see a 
long-term improvement only 
through a greater private sector 
role in developing foe manufac- 
turing and processing sector to 
substrate imports. 

Oman, however, is confident 
of a better future for its oil output 
in the next five years. Ofl Minister 
Said Ibn Ahmad A1 Shaxrfari said 
Oman could reach 670,000 bar- 
rels per day ofl o utput over the 
next five years from 600,000. 

Oman's main oil problem is 
lack of major reserves. Shanfari 
said proven reserves now are 4.2 
trillion barrels and he was opti- 
mistic more would be found. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


U.S. bank reduces equity In Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Bank of America has sold its stake in its Egyptian 
joint venture Misr America International Bank (MAIB), Bank of 
America manager Omar Sakr has said. He said it would keep its 
own brand] in Egypt and continue to cooperate closely with 
MAIB. “We are committed to staying in the country,” Sakr told 
Renters. Bank of America sold its 40 per cent stake in MAIB to 
Red Sea Enterprises, which already owned shares in MAIB. Set 
in 1977, MAIB has a capital of 45 million Egyptian pbonds 
7.4 miltio n). The other shareholders are Misr Insurance, 
Du Caire and the Development Industrial Bank. Sakr 
said Bank of America would retain a window in MAIB — a 
used by foreign banks to cany out banking operations in 
__ from which they are excluded. Last month, Lloyds Bank 
announced it was dosing its Cairo branch. It said the decision Was 
part of overall company policy and not connected to conditions in 
the country. 
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Egypt to pay cash for wheat 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has offered 
to use scarce hard currency to 
replenish its depleted stocks of 
wheat after France refused to 
provide supplies on credit in ,a 
dispute ova unpaid debts, fore- 
ign experts said Wednesday. 

France, a major supplier, has 
held up wheat and Sour sales 
became of the debt row, thre- 
atening Egypt with a major supp- 
ly crisis by June this year, the 
experts say. 

To head off the shortfall, Egypt 
will tender for 200,000 tonnes on 
Jan.. 20, trade sources in Paris 

aid. 

• Egypt last bought wheat for 
cash in June with a world tender 
for 200,000 tonnes, marking the 
first time it had made a complete 
cash purchase since the early 
1970’s. 

But foreign experts say the 
cash offer wffl still not be enough 
to prevent stocks falling to 
dangerously low levels. 

Egypt, the world’s third largest 
wheat importer after the Soviet 
Union a ami China, imports about 
seven ‘minion tonnes of wheat 
each year to keep up supplies of 
subsidised bread. 

Despite cash problems, the 
government cannot risk cutting 
back wheat imports, fearing riot- 
ing by a population already sore- 
ly-hit by economic depression. 

Trade sources estimate that 
Egypt needs to import about 
460,000 tonnes of wheat every 
month and 125,000 tonnes of 
wheat floor. Without French 
wheat, stocks could fall to less 
than 100,000 tonnes’ by June. 

Wheat floor stocks earlier 
looked set to run out altogether by 
June although France has since 
agreed to said 40,000 tonnes of 
wheat flour in food aid. 

Egypt buys about 40 per cent of 
its wheat from the United States 
with the rest divided roughly 
equally between the European 
Community and Australia. Most 
is bought on credit. 


It has so far agreed to buy 1.5 
million formes of wheat from 
Australia — with part of the 
payment in cash — and has some 
supplies due in from the United 
States. 

Australia is also supplying 
50,000 tonnes of wheat under its 
food aid programme. 

But France, the main EC sup- 
plier, said last month it would not 
provide export credit guarantees 
to cover the shipment of 150,000 
tonnes of wheat flour because of 
credit disputes. 

Government officials in Paris 
said Wednesay France and Egypt 
planned to hold talks in Cairo this 
month to try to resolve the dis- 
pute. 

Foreign experts said it was un- 
clear which debts were involved 
but could include arrears on pre- 
vious wheat sales. It does not 
include debt which would be sub- 
ject to rescheduling at any agree- 
ment at the Paris Qub of creditor 
nations. 

Egypt stopped repayments on 
most of its foreign debt 18 months 
ago and now has barely enough 
money to meet even essential 
repayments. It is trying to reach 
an accord with the International 
Monetary Fund on an economic 
reform prog ramm e before it can 
reschedule its debts. 

But Egypt’s foreign exchange 
shortage is also causing Cairo 
problems with other /supp liers. 
Economic sources said Egypt has 
fallen behind on repayments on 
U.S. food aid pr o gramm e, thre- 
atening future suppliers. 

As a result Egypt hues a choice 
of scraping togefoer the foreign 
exchange to repay some debts to 
soften tip its suppliers, or paying 
in cash, again using up scarce 

foreign currency* 

It will be competing on world 
markets against other cash buyers 
like Turkey and Pakistan for the 
relatively small amounts of un- 
committed wheal available. 
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Central Bank rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Star 
Deutsdtam 
Swiss franc 


Suy 

649.0 

1045.5 

377.4 
410.7 

110.4 


655.0 

1Q56.0 

380 

414.8 

111.5 


Japanese yea (for 100) 445.1 449.6 

Dutch Ktnldcr 334.2 337 S 


Itafian bra (for 100' 


») 

id) 


103.7 104.7 

50.4 50.9 

179.6 181.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

I leading world curreiicies and gold against 

the dollar at nndsession 

S on die London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 1 

One Sterling 

1.6110/20 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1615/25 

(^n^ an dollar 


1.7123/30 

Deutschcmarks 


1.9355/65 

Dutch guilders 


1.5698/5708 

Swiss francs 


36.03/08 

Belgian francs 


5.8475/8525 

French francs 


1283/1284 

Italian lire 

* 

145.50/60 

Japanese yen 


6.2525/75 

Swedish crowns 


6.648S/6535 

Norwegian crowns 


6.662Q/70 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

396.50/397.00 

U.S. dollazs 

■ 


Real estate deals earn Jordan JD 24m 

a 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lands and Survey Department last 
month collected JD 2,136,756 in fees from real estate registration 
and other services related to land and buildings acooxding to 
Ahmad Jamal Hussein, the department’s acting director. He said 
that the amounts collected during the past year of 1989 exceeded 
JD 24 million, registering an increase of JD 6.5 mfllion over 1988 
■ revenues. Hussein said that the increase in fees and revenues were 
due largely to a spate of buying and setting in the past year during 
the Jordanian expatriates' presence in Jordan for the summer 
holiday. The department director said that most of the revenues 
were on real estate selling in the Amman govemorate. 

Peruvian inflation hits 2,775% 

LIMA, Peru (AP) — The government’s National Statistics 
Institute has released figures showing prices rose 33.8per cent in 
December, bringing the 1989 inflation rate to 2,775-3 per cent. 
The figure puts Pern in second for inflation among Latin 
American countries. Only Argentina, whose 1989 inflation is 
expected to be around 5,000 per cent, is higher. Brazil and 
Nicaragua, two other countries that battled hyperinflation last 
year, had rates of 1,765 per cent and 1,500 per cent, 

respectively. Peru's 1988 inflation rate was 1,722 per cent. The 
lowest monthly rate reported toy the Peruvian gover nm ent last 
year was June’s 23.1 per cent. April’s 48.6 per cent was the year's 
highest. In June, tiie government began a series of daily 
devaluations of the currency, the inti,' against the (foliar to 
stabilise exchange rates and slow inflation. The black market 
exchange rate remained stable in December, dosing the year at 
13,600 mtis to the dollar. 

Vietnam’s state sector fails 

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — Vietnam’s state-owned miter- 
prises displayed embarrassing inefficiency in 1989 after losing 
their subsidies and monopoly rights, and a third of them still 
cannot make it, the official Vietnam News Agency reported- The 
report said 1989 was “a year of big trials’’ for these enterprises as 
they faced “stiff competition” from other sectors. The statement 
was an ap parent reference to the private and family-owned 
businesses that have been allowed to flourish in the past three 
years of Western-style reforms. “Entering the race, tire state 
sector, which . until recently had been greatly fav ou red by 
snbsdisation and monopoly rights in many respects, showed 
visible embarrassment due to its cumbersome and inefficient 
me c hani sm and outdated technology,” the report 
said. It said the hard times peaked in May, when many ent e rp r ises 
were seriously short off capital because they could not sell more 
thanooe trillion, dong ($ 2.2 billion) worth of stock, laid off 20 per 
cent of their workers and dosed some district-level factories. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“He’s always leaving me for another 
woman — Sara Lee, Betty Crocker, 
Mrs. Butterworth..." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
v by Henri Arnold and Bob Let 


amt tetter toeaeti aquan* to farm 


GYANT 
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BHHB 

■ 

• 

■ 





■ 

■ 



PURROA 
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A ©OOP HAM- 
BURGER AWPE 
FROM THIS. 

k 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
tomi ttio surprise •rawer, « Sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


f^nm answer 


■•theqxixxxd 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FUNNY BUMPY REBUKE TROPHY 

A n swe r: Wha t hap pened when nylon stockings were 
first introduced? — 

THERE WAS A “HUN" ON THEM 



SfJmon Tarawneh 

Income Tax 
Department 
collects 
JD 51 million 

MADAB A (Petra + J.T.) — The 
Income Tax Department 
Wednesday announced the open- 
ing of an office in Madaba city 
sooth off here to help speed up tax 
collection procedures. „ 

The announcement coincided 
with another by the department 
Director-General Salman AI 
Tarawneh who said a total of JD 
51.1 million in income tax were 
collected in the past year, up 
from JD 433 million in the pre- 
vious year. 

Tarawneh expected his depart- 
ment to collect JD 100 million in 
income tax during 1990. He based 
his prediction on the fact that 
major firms in Jordan, including 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company, made considerable 
profits from last year’s opera- 
tions. 

Since the start of the new year, 
teams of department officials 
have been involved in distributing 
forms to various businesses to be 
filled by the proprietors and re- 
turned to the department, giving 
particulars about income for tax 
deduction purposes. 

According to Tarawneh, the 
department will maintain a policy 

of enabling taxpayers settle their 
dues for past years in ins talme nt 
specially tf they now face certain 
difficulties in raising sufficient 
funds. 

Tarawneh noted that his teams 
were also conducting field sur- 
veys in different areas to explore 
businesses which have not yet 
settled their income tax. 


Gulf Arab countries prepare 

- ■ • __ „ _ 

new drive for higher oil output 


DUBAI (R) — On the eve the 
of their 


latest pact to cut 
production to sustain prices. Gulf 
states were already jockeying for 
a bigger share of oil output in 
OPEC 

On Sunday,- Saudi Arabia’s 
powerful King Fahd put his 
weight behind calk by Gulf states 
for a larger share of oil output in 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exp o rtin g Countries (OPEC). 

Eng Fahd said Ins country 1 
would consult with, other OPEC 
members to raise its share of 
OPEC production when market 
demand wa r rants. 

“This is the current Saudi posi- 
tion. They are increasing spend- 
ing and plan to apply to raise 
'their quota accordingly when de- 
mand grows, to earn more cash,” 
a Gulf-based ofl industry analyst 

The &>ndi* will spend $15 bfl- 
Kon to boost capacity to 10 miF 
lion barrels per day (b/d) in the 
next five to she years from an 
estimated 6 J mfllion now, otfl 
industry sources say. ‘ 

Other Gulf Arab states, espe- 
cially Kuwait, Iraq and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE), arc 
also pressing ahead with capacit y 
boosting projects to match pre- 
dicted growth in wodd demand in 
1990s. 

The International Energy 
Agency, the Western world's 
energy watchdog org anisatio n. 


arinwiBs the Mideast share ' of 
world supply wfll grow to 34 per 
cent from 24 per cent now. 

The five big Gulf oil states — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE, 
Iran and Iraq — plan to capture 
the increase in world demand as 
they have two-thirds of die 
world's crude reserves. They are 
also investing heavily to boost 



lot Gulf oil industry analysts 
said they expect Kuwait, the 
UAE and Sandi Arabia to show 
some production moderation. 
The latest OPEC pact, setting a 

22.1 milli on b/d output ceding for 

the first half of 1990, came into 
effect Monday. 

OFECs total output was esti- 
mated around 23.6 million b/d in 
November and December was 
simflqr, oil sources in the Gulf 
said. 

They said although the exact 
levels of output on the first two 
days of January were not avail- 
able, Kuwait, and the UAE, 
which were producing well above 
their allocations in the second 
half of last year* would most 
probably trim a total of 800,000 
b/d off output in January. 

Kuwait, which returned, to 
OPEC’s quota system .last 
November after gaining a 1.5 
miTHo n b/d allocation, will have 
lowered output to that level from 
around two million b/d in Decem- 
ber, they said. It had rejected its 


allocation last June and h ad rei 
ijia fwftri out off the system. 

“Kuwait is trying hard to go 
down to that level, xedndng re- 
finery runs, buying erode in 
Europe for its refineries there,” 
an oil industry executive in 

Kuwait said. ; . 

The UAE, although it opted to 
remain out of the OPEC pod last 
month claiming its individual 
allocation wasr too small, wffl 
most probably tower its total out- 
put to around two million b/d 
from around 23 suHton in De- 
cember, the source said- 

The UAE cuts wfll come from 
Abu Dhabi, the biggest producer 
in the UAE, where some fields 
-were producing above sustainable 
capacity in the past few months 
and need maintenance, the; 
sources said. 

Saudi Arabia, which in Decem- 
ber pumped around 5.5 t 5.6 mil- .' 
bon b/d, might tower output to 
around its new 538 milBon quota 
level. But some ofl analysts had 
doubts. 

If the Saudis want to have an 
absolute 24.46 per cent share of 
real OPEC output, as distinct 
from the ceding amount, they 
might leave their output where it 
is, one oil analyst said. 

Iran and Iraq with equal 3.14) - 
millio n b/d quotas were expected 
to pump around this level in 
January, the sources said. - 


■ 

Nigeria targets private sector 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria, turnin g 
to the private sector for key help. 
Launched a three-year action plan 
Tuesday aimed at fe«t»"g its 100 
mil H on people and prov i din g a 
new focus on social programmes. 

“This plan marks the dawn of a 
new decade of hope to all Nige- 
rians,” said Budget and Planning 
Minister Alhaji Abubakar Alha- 
ji, giving details of the 1990-92 
plan and the 1990 budget un- 


veiled by President Ibrahim 
Babangida Monday. 

He said it would becqjne part 
of a long-term plan over the next 
15 to 20 years to diversify the 
debt-burdened economy away 
from dependence on imports paid 
for in oil revenues. 

The first three years are crucial 
because by October 1992 General 
Babangida, who took power lira 


coup in August 1985, has prom- 
ised to hand over power in black 
Africa’s richest country to elected 
dvflians. - 

The 1990-92 rolling plan, to be 
reviewed annually, calls for total 
expenditure of 144.2 billion naira 
($19 billion). 

The private sector,, led by 
Nigeria’s oil and gas industry, is 
expected to contribute 50 ,bfltibn 
($ 6.6 bilbo). 


U.S. prefers foreign labour 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
manufacturers send much more 
of their goods to Third World 
countries for cheaper processing 
than do manufacturers in West- 
ern Europe, according to a report 
from the U.S. International 
Trade Commission. 

To make such U.S. goods more 
competitive with those from 


other countries, President 
Ronald Reagan’s a dmin i s tra tion 
exempted them from a “user’s 
foq” charged by the, UJS. Cus- 
toms Service. The value of goods 
brought into, the United States 
under that exemption rose to $74 
bobion in 1968, from $69 bflfion in 
1987. 

The exemption saved Amer- 


ican manufacturers about $126 
jnflbon last year. 

But that was not the main 
reason for .this kind of trade, 



E. Germans abolish privileges 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger- 
many’s C omm unist Party has 
served notice it was dismissing 
large numbers of staff, sweeping 
away special privileges and reor- 
ganising its entire structure be- 
cause of an urgent need to econo- 



In an interview published in the 
newspaper Neues Deutsch- 
central committee member 
Lotbar Bisky said senior com- 
munists would cut their own pay, 
give up private Western cars and 
end the personal use 'of official 
country bouses. < 

- The ruling Politburo would 
lose its special dining room and 
eat in a canteen with other party 
members. 

“We are simply forced... to 
think more economically,'’ Bisky 
said. “This is an inevitable con- 
sequence ctf the division of party 
and state. 

Since the fall of Stalinist leader 


Erich Honecker last October the 
party has undergone a startling 
transformation, losing its 
monopoly on power and laun- 
ching an investigation into cor- 
ruption within its own ranks. 

It has been desperate to shed 
its old image of a party enjoying 
privileges far beyond the reach c 
ordinary citizens at tbe expense 
of the national economy. 

Bisky said the party had abo- 
lished several powerful senior 
posts and replaced them with 
mne committees in charge of poli- 
cy and day-to-day ronning of the 
party. 

He said large numbers of staff 
who propped up the old party 
structure had been dismissed, 
without specifying how many. 

“They have... nothing more in 
common with tbe present party 
apparatus, neither for their large 
numbers nor in their working 


methods,” Bisky said. 

Their last task before being 
riiwmfflteri would be to go to the 
provinces to oversee the very 
transformation of tbe party struc- 
ture that was putting them oat of 
a job. 

Bisky said top party officials, 
including new leader Gregor 
Gysi, would take a pay cut of 
1,000 marks ($200 at the official 
rate) a month. He did not say 
however- what pr o portion of their 
earnings this was. 

Only top officials would now 
be entitled to private cars from 
the party, and these would be 
modest Soviet-made rather 
than the grandiose Western mod- 
els off the old order. 

“Members wfll also be allowed 
to use Citroens, but only on 
special occasions, for imranr*! 
when accompanying high-ranking 
foreign guests,” Bisky said. 


laneons manufactures branch. 

“The same amount of imports 
would have come in, under some 
other classification,” he said m an 
interview. 

The first incentive for Amer- 
ican manufacturers is. to shift op- 
erations that use a lot of labour-to 
countries with low wage rates, the 
report said. It noted that the 
average Mexican manufacturing 
worker earned the equivalent of 
$1.26 an hour in 1984 and 95 U.S. 
cents in 1987. The average earn- 
ings of a U.S. worker in 1987 was 
$9.91. 

Tbe biggest item processed in 
Mexico was auto parts and sub- 
assemblies, including wiring!, 

“Mexico’s attractiveness rela- 
tive to other countries as an 
assembly location for U.S. pro- 
ducers was reinforced by an in- 
crease in relative wage rates in 
competing countries such as 
Taiwan, (South) Korea, Hong 
Kong and Singapore,” the report 
said. 

It reported that in 1987 average 
earnings in Mexico were 50 per 
cent below those in Taiwan, 62 
per cent lower than in South 
Korea, 60 per cent below Hong 
Kong and 55 per cent below 


A NICE WALK ON NEW 
DEAR'S PAY GIVES YOU A 
CHANCE TO THINK ABOUT 
THE FUTURE.. 


AND MAYBE EVEN RESOLVE NOT 
TO REPEAT THE MISTAKES 
OF THE PAST... 







UKE, ILL BET 
HE FORGOT 
THE COOKIES 
AGAIN.. 
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Becker to I! of confidence 

SYDWEY," Angara (AP) it to win as many Hatches at 
Big-hfctmj Boris Becfcer tmwd poetibfe,” the War Gouts said 
the midcUyseii Wednesday, t*k- wodbesdty wbest asked about 
ug to tbc pnactice ecrart pat 12 the pottTsaSsy of etkfrg Ac man- 
horns after jettbig into Amttt&a b or one naxjbe from Lead, 
from Bttropc foecgn preparing “If 1 pfry weffbcn we wffl tee. 

for the Amfrafitn Opna, RMrt now I fee! good, although it 

« P**¥ m the New s very b« today," Bcdrerraid. 
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ANSWERS TO WE 

Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold:' 

4X364 9*83 OJK42 *83 

The Mdtfan has proceed e d : ' 

North East ' Ssosh Wert 


3 

4 * Pan . ? * 

Wbai do you bid now? 

A.— For the moment, you have 
done all you can with your positive 
response With no first-round con- 
trol to show, be content with four 
spades. It b up to partner to make 
another move toward slam. 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*74 99*42 OAKJ3 *Q94 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
1 * DM ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— With 10 points you have 
enough to redouble. However, what 
do you intend doing if your left- 
hand opponent bids two clubs or 
two hearts and that gets passed back 
to you? To avoid dust dilemma, bid 
one no tramp now, which shows a 
good balanced hand — exactly what 
yon have. 


LY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Qjt — Neither vulnerable, as South 
yon bolib 

*53 9EOM5 03A52- *2tt 
The bidding has proc e eded: 

North East Sentth Wert 


X * Pass 7 

Wbai do you bid now? • 

A.— The same conditions apply as 
above.' However, you must bid two 
dubs. You prefer partner's first nit 
by a wide margin, so tell him so. 


QJ Nether .volnerafate,. as Sooth 
you hold: 

* J*2 9*Q765 01*52 *53 

The bidding has proceeded; 

North East Sosih Wert 

X * Pass X 9 Pass 

X * Paw ? 

What aetkm do you take?. 

A.— You have the values for one 
forward-going bid, and you have 
taken k. Pass. To rebid two hearts, 
you should have a six-card suit since 
partner, who has already shown two 
silks, rates to be short in hearts. 


QJ— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*53 9KQJ76 01852 *983 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sonth ' West 

1 * Pass 1 9 Pam 

X * Pan ? 

Wbai action do yon take? 

A.— We said in a previous answer 
that you should have a six-card snit 
•to bid two bents. However, you 
must think for yotnsdf . This band 
is likely to take three or. four tricks 
with besots as trumps, but nothing 
playing in any other strain. Bid two 
hearts. Partner’s high aids wiD 
bdp your cause. 

QJ— Neither vulnerable, as South 

bmi VltsW" 

*3762 9« OAX9S3 9JM 


North East South Wart 

X * Pan 1 O Pan 

19 Past ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — This time you are easily worth 
another bid, and the choice is obvi- 
ous. Yon have a focr-cand major 
suit, so go -ahead and teS partner 
about it- Bid one spade. 
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330,630. 830 pm- 
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THE Daily Crossword by Hank Hsrrtn*t «* 


1 Afghan coy 
B Sagan 

10 Eds** 

14 Mown Made 

15 Hod g upodga 



,30 Rice Rquor 

21 Sky mystari** 

22 Spooky 

23 Certain group 
2* Bactrtdans 
20 Corny 

28 Shea width 

29 A Starr 
SO Burning 

32 Lowly worker 
. *4 VaWcJa 
3* Conaianarist 
Ralph 

38 Sp. gold 

40 Marsupial 

41 Arduous 


JMMJB aaNN aaaa, 


42 Rfll ag 

43 Soarst 

44 March da to 

48 Long, partnor 
4* Study 

49 Largo weapon 
52 Falls short 
64 Rooldonea 

55 Oil lamp 
me osalQr 

50 Blind part 
» Ratrsats 
•1 Apart - 

62 It. eathodral 
city 

63 Planting unit 

64 Blka part 

65 BaghuthlB 

66 Entranca 
87 Daisy 

DOWN 

1 Buss 

2 Zona 

3 Rsvert 

4 Loosen 

5 Flour-do — 

6 Java 
contains rs- 

7 EMa oat 


tM0T<Ouna HfdUi Sen 
An Hignta hbunwo 


8 Inlets 

9 — Alamos 

10 Cfttt or Dale 

11 **- do afl that 
may bacomo 
a man" 

(Mactwtti) 

12 MBoalav of 
tatmla 

13 Banoflta 
19 W1U nama 
21 Shoahon# 

24 N ottoman 

25 Pals 

26 Bnutbo hard 

27 Distant 
29 Obsequious 

one 

31 Sparked anew 
33 Aim 

35 Election 45 

outcome 47 

35 Om. Robt. - 49 
37 Mend GO 

40 Knapsacks 51 

42 Oriental 

money . 52 
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Yesterday's Route Solved: 
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Perfor ms 

Query 

Restaurants 
Humble 
Nlcfc of 
movies 
Small: preL 


f#2# 

53 Eng. county 
55 TX city 

57 In the B 
of-." 

58 TV part 
60 Spoiled 

81 Gl*s address 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 

SUWEIFIEH 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, modem Kitchen, large living 
and guest area, 2 verandas and separate garage. 

Please call 822688 from 9:00 am. - 2:00 p.m. 


VILLA WANTED 

Fully furnished deluxe villa wanted by an expatriate 

couple. 

Requirements: 

3 bedrooms or 2 bedrooms plus office, maid quarter, 
modern kitchen, large living room, dining room. 
Preferred locations: Abdoun, Sewefiyah or Um Uthainah. 

Please call 664817 between 8 am. - 5 pjn. 


CENTREI 

CULTUREL 

FRANQAlSl 

AMMAN 


FRENCH CULTURAL 


rf . r : 
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Registration is now open at the French Cultural 
Centre for the following courses: 

French language courses for adults and children 
(all levels) 

Preparation courses for the exams at Sorbonne 
University (Paris) 

French for business 

Arabic language courses for foreigners 

rfusic courses (Piano — Rule — Guitar). 

The registration will last until Sunday January 7, 1990 
and the courses will start on Monday January 8 tilt 
ch 25, 1990. 

i 

For more Information, please contact the 
French Cultural Centre, Tel.: 637009, 636446, 


Amman. 





r Cinema 

Tel: 634144 

- 

PHILADELPHIA 



Can steroids make champions? 


LONDON (AP) — A1 Oerter 
says steroids are all m the mind. 
According to a British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. television progr am me 
bong screened Wednesday, he 
may be light. 

The BBC documentary say* 
anabolic steroids may have a 
greater effect on t be mind thaq 
the body of athletes trying to 
improve their performances. 

The TV programme, titled 
“Oed: the steroid myth,” pre- 
sents evidence from the United 
States, Britain and Italy challeng- 
ing the view that the physical 
effects of steroids cam turn good 
athletes into world champions, 

“The idea that steroids en- 
hance performance may be 

another myth,” the 

programme concludes. 

Oerter supports that theory. 

The four-time Olympic discos 
champion said that when he made 
his comeback at age 40 in 1976, 
he was given a steroid prescrip- 
tion to help him over an injury. 

Because he had high blood 
pressure, the programme lasted 
just two months during which 
time, Oerter said, there was no 
noticeable improvement in his 
performance. 

Yet seven years later, “dean” 
of drug* at age 44, be had one of 
the best throws of his c areer , 237 
feet (72.2 metres). 

“It's not the stuff you are 
shooting into your system," Oer- 
ter says in the BBC programme. 
“It's all mental.” 


But the p rogramme left un- 
answered a number of key ques- 
tions, inrfndiwg whether Ben 
Johnson could have won the 100 
metres at the Seoul Olympics 
without being on steroids. 

Johnson, stripped of his Olym- 
pic gold medal after testing posi- 
tive for steroids, later testified be 
had been on a steroid programme 
since 1961. 

Whether the Canadian would 
have erhnspbed without the help 
of stenrids “is something we may 
never know for sure,” the prog- 
ramme says. 

At a press briefing Tuesday, 
the pro g ram mes producer, Chns 
Than, said the mnscle-baildmg 
powers attributed to steroids 
could help certain athletes at cer- 
tain times. 

What the 30-mimue program- 
me, which took lVi years to 
make, was trying to do, he said, 
was show that the mental impact 
of taking steroids was equally 
effective. 

“It was not my brief to appraise 
it from a moral standpoint,” said 
Thao, a former Romanian 
hammer thrower. “Bin there is 
reason to believe that what is 
gained in strength is not neces- 
sarily matched by power. 

“I know how compulsive the 
winning urge can be. But what 
interested me is what actually 
happened to people on steroids. 
It's not like taking a pill. Every- 
thing has to be right." 

The programme cites an ex- 


ACC sports federation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Sports offi- 
cials representing universities in 
the four-member Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC) countries be- 
gan in Amman Wednesday meet- 
ings designed to create a federa- 
tion of sports for ACC universi- 
ties in the four ermntrigs Egypt, 
Iraq, North Yemen and Jordan. 

Addressing the opening meet- 
ing was Dr. Yousef Siyam, dean 
of the students department at the 
University of Jordan who under- 
lined the importance of having a 
federation grouping sportsmen 


REQUIRED HOUSE HELP 

A family of four people requires house help, preferably 
from the Philippines. 

Please call for an appointment Tel. 648503 or 
write to P.O. Box 6160 Amman. 


and sportswomen from the uni- 
versities of the four countries to 
boost sports programmes. 

He called on the officials to 
make a study of sports activities 
and programmes scheduled for 
the coming two years and the 
training requirements and exper- 
tise needed for the creation of the 
new federation. 

Taking part in the meetings are 
officials mom the four Jordanian 
universities as well as universities 
from Egypt, North Yemen and 


FLAT FOR RENT 


Furnished or 


Two bedrooms, salon, two bathrooms, 
unfurnished. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Tyche Hotel. 

Tel: 678433. 


ELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms. Location 5th Circle, the 
road leading to Abdoun, after the traffic lights turn right 
then go to the 5th street on your left until you reach the 
crossroads. Monthly or annual rent or any period. 

Please call 64207% 818092, 822942, from 10 am. - 1 

p.m.> and 4-6 p.m. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Located in Swofieh 6th Circle in a beautiful and quiet area. 
Consists of 4 bedrooms, big salon, dining room, living room, big 
kitchen, 3 bathrooms, storage, 2 glassed verandas, with 
telephone, garage, garden, central heating. 

Please call 773269 - 773729 after 2 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment, with 3 bedrooms, living 
room, dining room, private entrance. 

Location: Shmeisani, next to Marriott Hotel. 

Tel: 664406. 


A FLAT FOR RENT 

In Abdoun, 3 bedrooms, salon and sitting room, 
2 bathrooms and kitchen. The space is 1 80 m*. 

Please call Tel: 624824 or 819850/Amman. 


perimeni at the university of New 
Mexico at Alberquexque where, 
for nine weeks, a group of male 
athletes underwent tests. 

They were injected with a vari- 
ety of treatments, including ster- 
oids and placebos — substances 
that have no medical effect and 
are used merely as a testing de- 
vice. 

The study used a so-called 
“double blind” format, meaning 
that neither the athletes nor the 
people administering the treat- 
ments knew who was getting a 
placebo and who was gening ster- 
oids. 

According to the university's 
Dr. Douglas Crist, there was “no 
statistical significant change in 
body fat” and “no statistical sig- 
nificant change in muscular pow- 
er” among those who received 
steroids. 

Neverthless, the athletes re- 

ported that they felt stronger. 

The conclusion, Crist said, was 
that, while body composition 
appeared to be unchanged, “the 
perception athletes derived from 
the treatment... made them feel 
stronger.” 

David Jenkins, a San Diego- 
based Briton who was convicted a 
year ago of drug smuggling and 
sentenced to seven years’ impris- 
onment, said he took steroids 
because be was obsessed with 
taking parr in the 2976 Montreal 
Olympics, but that they did not 
improve his performance. 

The former European 400- 
metre champion, raxed number 
one in the world in 1975, was 
interviewed in custody at Bonun 
prison camp near Barstow, Cali- 
fornia. 

“He failed while on drugs be- 
cause his mind stopped him,” 
Hemery said. “Drugs themselves 
do not make champions.” 


Horse-jumping 

show 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the 
patronage of IBs Majesty King 
Hnsseio, aaJ for the second suc- 
cessive year, the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Horse Jumping 
Championship will be held at tire 
indoor riding school of the Ara- 
bian Horse Club. The event, 
which will take place on tire 
afternoons of January 4 and 5 is 
sponsored by Hotel Jordan Inter- 
Continental. 

This is the only international 
championship of its kind in the 
Arab World which is held in- 
doors. Participants this year will 
include the Syrian national team 
and a rider from Saudi Arabia, by 
invitation of the Jordanian 
Equestrian Federation and the 
National Equestrian Committee. 

This showjumping cham- 
pionship is now established as 
one of the most important charity 
events organised by the Jorda- 

S estrian Federation, and 
will be donated to the 
andkapped Sports Fed- 
eration. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Waei Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


WE HAVE MOVED 

The manager of the 

Lulua Spinning & Weaving Factory 

announces that the plant’s new management 
has moved from the Tower Building to the 
Housing Bank Complex, seventh floor, with 
following telephone numbers: 690795 , 890785 . 
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AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 
Invites applications for the following positions 

for August 1990 

Jmtior School (gradss 1-5) 

— Deputy head, to take charge of the English medium 
programme (includes English language and other subjects 
taught in English) 

— English teachers (grades 3-5), to teach English and other 
subjects in English. 

Senior School (grades 6-12) — Teachers oh 

— Arabic, to teach Ministry of Education programme, GCE and 
international Baccalaureate courses 

— English language and literature — throughout Senior School, 
including 1GCSE and IB courses 

— History In English, tor IGCSE and IB 

— Geography in English — to introduce the subject for IGCSE 
and IB 

■ 

Suitably qualified and experienced applicants may be consi- 
dered for the position of Head of Social Studies 

Bilingual or English-speaking teachers of: 

— Mathematics, inducting IGCSE and IB 

— Computing, induding IGCSE. ‘and IB 

— Craft, design and technology 

— Head or deputy head of Science and Technology Depart- 
ment, to teach physics, chemistry or biology tor IGCSE and 

IB and to run a department of 12 staff. 

■ 

■ 

.Whole School (KG — grade 12) 

Head of Music Department — Familiarity with Western music is 
required and knowledge of Arabic music is an advantage. 

An energetic practical musician is required to lead the con- 
tinuing development of class, instrumental and choral work, and 
possibly to introduce Music IGCSE 

Scholarship for Antic teacher 

The school is offering a scholarship for two years funded 
postgraduate study in Britain within the area of Arabic language 
' and literature or Islamic studies. The successful applicant will be 
required to undertake limited teaching to 'A' level in England, 
and to teach tor 2 years toll time at ABS on return. 

IGCSE — approximates to GCE 'O' level 

IB (International Baccalaureate) — approximates to freshman/ 

GCE 'A’ level standard. 

■ 

Application forms may be collected from the school,, 
and should be returned by Sunday 7th January 1990. : 
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Tel: 675571 V f Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 
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World News 
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Modrow vows to keep 
informed about national 
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EAST BERLIN ( AP) — The interim government of 
Communist Premier Hans Modrow promised 
Wednesday to keep political opponents better m- 
formed about national afiCurs and to consult wrtn 
pro-democracy forces before making important de- 
risions. 

Modrow’s effort to appease debt of $20.6 biSion. 
disgruntled leaders of the New That makes the per capita inde- 
Forum reform movement staved btedness of Hast Germans higher 
off collapse of the negotiations than in Poland. Bat West Ger- 
aime d at guiding East Germany man econ omi c experts, who had 
through the troubled and oncer- previously disclosed the foreign 
tain period before free elections, debt figure, say East Germany's 

East Germans go to the polls overall economic profile is much 
on May 6 for the first competitive better than that of Poland or 
elections in the nation's 40-year Hungary — two other Eastern 
history. A new 500-member par- European nations struggling 
liament will be elected, which in through the tough transition from 
turn will seat a new government, socialism to democracy. 

cowers are an advisory committee to work 

contend its powers are lnmtea , 

and that derisions affecting to- NewFramn^Ss had been 

g 01 ? iT 3!i || 0f _ qa °° 11 fr threatening to withdraw from the 

shorid t^c th e views of gras- ^ Modrow wanied 

Ioots ..^S rm movemeilts mto could damage the political atmos- 

Deputy Premier nation praparas for 

and Economics Minister Christa mc eiecnons - 
Lnft to Wednesday’s session of “If we do not succeed in build- 

the negotiations to assure the ing a dimate of mutual trust, we 
nearly 20 political parties and will not have the proper dfanate 
citizens’ movements represented for the May 6 elections, either,” 
there that they would be con- the East German News Agency 
suited regularly 'through May 6. (ADN) quoted him as saying. 

In an apparent gesture of good The date for elections was de- 
faith, Ms. Luft gave a detailed termmed on Dec. 7 at the first 
and gloomy account of the meeting of the groups involved in 
national economy, disclosing that the talks. 

East Germany carries a foreign The talks bring together lead- 


ers of die Communist Party and 
mope than a dozen other political 
parties and citizens groups to 
prepare draft legislation, consti- 
tutional ref o rms and other prop- 
osed changes. 

Remhard Schnlt of the East 
Bedin chapter of New Forum, 
which Harms 200,000 members 
nationwide, complained at a 
press conference late Tuesday 
that Modrow's cabinet has failed 
to keep die activists informed 
about ecological, political and 
financial matters. 

The group has specifically com- 
plained about East German offi- 
cials’ agreement to work with 
West German firms to improve 
nuclear power plant operations 
and output. 

Also Tuesday, East Berlin re-, 
form activists were invited to 
work together with the Czechos- 
lovak reform forces. Prague’s 
newly named head of state, Presi- 
dent Vaclav Havel, called for 
solidarity among the pro-demo- 
cracy forces during his brief visits 
to East Germany and West Ger- 
many. 

* 

Czechoslovakia is undergoing a 
reform process with many simi- 
larities to the East German de- 
velopments, and Havel suggested 
die two nations could learn from 
each other’s experiences. 

Meanwhile in Hamburg, West 

Germany, East German President 

■ 

Manfred Geriach was quoted 
Tuesday as saying the Berlin Wall 
is “superfluous” and will even- 
tually be dismantled. 


Roh closes case against Chun 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
President Roh Tae-Woo, declar- 
ing “the case dosed,” appealed 
to the nation Wednesday to stop 
bickering over charges of alleged 
misconduct by disgraced former 
President Chun Doo-Hwan. 

Roh issued a statement dedar- 
ing that disputes over the former 
president’s alleged wrongdoing 
during his seven-year rule had 
been resolved by Chun's daylong 
testimony in parliament Sunday. 

“I know that some people are 
not satisfied with his testimony... 
But if there is more to be clar- 
ified, it should be left to history, 2 ' 
Roh said on nationwide radio 
and television. 

He said discussion of past 
issues is unproductive and most 
not be allowed to continue to 
split Korean sodety. 


“I declare that I, as president 
responsible for all state affairs, 
will resolutely dose the case re- 
gardless of who tries to make an 
issue of it,” he said 

Roh said Quip's testimony ful- 
filled a “grand compromise” 
readied between him and apposi- 
tion leaders on Dec. 15. As part 
of the compromise, two former 
generals who had served under 
Chun — Chung Ho-Yong and 
Lee Hm^Sung — resigned fr o m 
politics. 

There was no immediate 
opposition reaction to Roh’s 
statement, but most ruling and 
opposition leaders had said earlier 
that Chun’s unfinished testimony 
Sunday was not expected to be- 
come a major political issue. 

Although the head of the big- 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


58 killed in Sri Lankan clashes 

COLOMBO (R) — At least 58 people were killed in dashes 
between two rival Tamil groups In Sri Lanka’s northern Vavtmiya 
district this week, security sources and residents said Wednesday. 
They said 55 men of an illegal Tamil militia were shot dead when 
fighters of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Falam stormed their 
camp at Musallnithy. The Tigers lost three men in the fighting on 
Sunday and Monday, the sources said. 


40 dead in Pakistan bridge collapse 

LAHORE (AP) — About .40 people may have drowned when a 
bridge collapsed in north eastern Pakistan, plunging workmen 
and onlookers into a -swift canal, officials said Wednesday. Fog 
hampered attempts to rescue survivors and recover bodies after 
the accident occurred Thursday night near the village of Hafiza- 
bad, about 80 kilometres northwest of Lahore, police said. Fog 
was still thick at daybreak Wednesday. Police abandoned a search 
along the banks and began stringing nets d ow n s t re am. 
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A s«-lev0f£ngteh conversational epue^— ^ 


designed tot Arabic speakers. 


gest opposition party wanted per- 
jury charges brought against 
Chon, all other major political 
parties contacted by the Associ- 
ated Press indicated they would 
not make an issue of Gum’s 
tes tim on y . 

Political leaders shared the 
view that the general public was 
angered by what it saw as Onm’s 
failure to tell the troth when be 
testified, but also was tired of 
further discussion after nearly 
two years of bitter political 
wran gling over compelling Gran 
to testify. 

“It’s unfortunate that the testi- 
mony was incomplete, but the 
issue is over,” said Rep. Park 
Htri-Tae, a spokesman for the 
governing Democratic Justice 
Party. 

U.S. may withdraw some 

troops 

Meanwhile the United States 
and South Korea are near an 
agreement to withdraw 5,000- 
6,000 U.S. soldiers from South 
Korea this year to meet U.S. 
congressional demands, and de- 
fence budget cuts, the Yonbap 
News Agency reported 
Wednesday. 

The national news service 
quoted unidentified Korean gov- 
ernment sources as saying the two 
governments discussed restruc- 
turing die U.S. troop presence in 
South Korea, inducting reduc- 
tions in its size, in con n ection 
with a bill sponsored by U.S. 
senators Sam Nunn and. John 
Warner. 

The U.S. 8th Army Headquar- 
ters in Seoul said it would have no 
comment on the report. 

About 43,000 American 
troops, inducting the 2nd U.S. 
Infantry Division, are stationed 
in South Korea under a mutual 
defence pact U.S. troops fought 
on the side of die South after 
Communist North Korea invaded 
to start the 1950-53 Korean war. 

The congressional bill spon- 
sored by Nunn and Warner re- 
quires the U.S. administ r a tion to 
report by April 1 measures to 


East Asia, including South 
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PEKING (R) — Grata Wednes- 
day denied a deal had been 
reached with the United States to 
free leading dissident Fang right 
and his wife who are taking re- 
fuge in the American embassy in 


A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
described reports that the couple 
would be allowed to go to a third 
country as “speculation, pore and 


To receive a full-color brochure mail this coupon 
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Bat the spokesman said Fang 
could plead guilty and “mend his 
ways,” indicating there might be' 
some way out of the diplomatic- 
impasse which is s eri o us ly strain- 
ing ties between Washington and 
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“The recent rumours about the 
question of Fang TMii and Li 
Shmdan (Fang’s wife) flrwring 
around abroad are soecolackHi. 


vdved in any deal to free Fang, 
an astrophysicist and China’s 


said. 

“We have repeatedly that 
Fang Lizhi and Li sanirfam have 
violated the criminal Jaw of Gri- 
ns. The act of giving them refuge 
by tiie U.S. embassy in flwm is 
interference in China's i nt erna l 
affairs as well as a breach of the 


“It follows that this problem 
can only be solved according to 

the laws of China,” the spokes- 
»yifl n said. 

“The United States on it$ part 

is obligated to work for its setde- 
ment The only way out for Fang 
and Li is to plead guilty and mend 
their ways so as not to alienate 
themselves from the people.” 


education policies laid down since 
the government smashed student- 
led demonstrations for democra- 
cy m June. 

“The United States has 
violated a Sino-U.S. agreement 
on educational exchanges, and 
grossly interfered in our internal 
affairs,” Li told members of Gii- 
na’s parliament late last month 
and published for the fine fee 
Wednesday. 

“We wul be forced to take 


nevertheless angry and said they 
would override the veto when 
they returned from recess this 
month. 

Since June China has arrested, 
many university students who 
were involved in ddnocraqr pro-' 
. tests, forced others into meting' 
and has tried to "purify” the rest 
with political indoctrination. 

Many graduates have been sem 
to work in rural areas. Officials 


new ones to open. 

Chin a is woefully short of oni- 
veraiiies for its one trillion people. 
Classrooms and dormitories are 
overcrowded while qualified 

teachers are underpaid and in 
short supply. 

. Li. also said tighter tests on 
“political awareness” map fre 
given when assigning graduates to 
jobs, enrolling new students and 
employing workers on the na- 
tions ca m p use s. 
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